Take a walk through the big
stories in the Bible, explore
The Labyrinth

Song*Stars and Festival Choir
take centre stage at FAB 2018

Join in the celebrations at the
Byley Village Rose Fete 2018
attended by Esther McVey MP

Sculpture by Christine Yearley
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In this special edition we are
celebrating two key events in
the life of our parishes. Byley’s
Rose Fete, and Middlewich’s
FAB Festival and the Big Story
Labyrinth in particular. The
Rose Fete brings the people of
Byley together to celebrate
being community. The parade
and crowning of the Rose
Queen follow a set pattern
which is repeated year after
year. Each year different
children (and their families)
take on the key roles. History is
made, but it is also repeated.
When I was younger I was
once given a book of poems by
the Christian writer Steve
Turner that included this little
gem:
History repeats herself
She has to
Nobody listens
So what is history? The
dictionary definition is that it is
‘a record or account of past
events’. But I would like to
suggest another definition – it is
simply ‘His Story’, that is the
story of God’s dealings with
humanity. The quote above
indicates that we do not take
enough notice of history, of
past events, as a source of
learning. History is not so much
about artefacts and objects, as
a traditional museum might
seem to suggest, but about the
events and lessons which those
things represent.
This is also true in terms of the
Christian faith. One of the key
lessons of the OT was that
God’s people should keep the
story of God’s deliverance and
care alive from one generation
to another – His story matters

pass it on! But what happened
was that the story became lost
in the religious rituals and
objects of Jewish society and
they forgot who God was.
When Solomon built the temple
in Jerusalem, God warned him,
and the people, that if they
should turn away from him then
he would have no hesitation in
destroying the temple itself (see
1 Kings 9:6-9). Sure enough
Israel rejected God and so the
temple was destroyed, not
once, not twice but three times
– God repeats himself, he has
to, nobody listens!
The pivotal point in history was
the birth and death of Jesus
Christ. In this moment in time
God chose to reveal that which
is at the heart of His story –
love and forgiveness for
humanity through the sacrificial
death, and subsequent
resurrection, of his Son. But
when the time had fully come,
God sent his Son … to redeem
(us) (Gal 4:4-5). This is the
very truth that matters above all
else and the very thing we
should be passing on to future
generations.
The Big Story Labyrinth was an
opportunity to do just that. Over
3000 people passed through
the labyrinth in St Michael’s
Church and saw ‘God’s Story’
presented in the images,
artwork and sounds which they
experienced. Stories that had
been forgotten were brought
back to life in people’s hearts
and minds. Will we do it again –
yes we probably will. Because
His story of love revealed in
Jesus Christ deserves to be
repeated.
Yours in Christ
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SERVICE TIMES
8.00am
9.15am
11.00am

2.00pm
6.30pm

Communion (1st Sunday)
Communion
All Age (1st & 5th Sundays)
Morning Praise (2nd & 4th Sundays)
Communion (3rd Sunday)
Baptisms (2nd & 4th Sundays)
Church@28 (2nd or 3rd Sundays)

Tue:
Wed:
Thu:
BYLEY
11.00am

9.30am
7.00am
9.30am
9.30am

Healing Service
Prayer in Church
Prayer in 28
Holy Communion
Morning Praise (1st, 3rd & 5th Sundays)
Communion (2nd & 4th Sundays)

www.middlewichparishchurch.org.uk
heritage.middlewichparishchurch.org.uk
at28.org
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