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Church is the people,
not the building.
When Jesus told Peter “And I tell you that you are
Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and
the gates of Hades will not overcome it.” (Matt
16v18) he wasn’t talking about using bricks and
mortar to make a giant edifice.
And yet, here we are celebrating over 800 years of
heritage in St Michael and All Angels, the parish
church of Middlewich.
But we are not celebrating the building. Yes, it has
stood for centuries and will continue to do so for
many more to come. Yes, it is quite stunning.
However, we are celebrating the great works of the
people who were the church before us. All around
us we see the outpouring of God’s gifts on His
people, even in this small rural town in an area we
know as Cheshire.
Heirs of the Father, joint heirs with the Son, have
used their God given talents and gifts to glorify
God for the benefit of their generation, and when
we really look we can still see the fruit of their
labours in every corner. Little did they realise that
many generations later God’s church would still be
witnessing their handiwork but that is exactly what
The Heritage Trail is. It is an opportunity for the
21st century church in Middlewich to appreciate the
skills of the church from as early as 1150. It is a
way of saying Thank You.
Funded entirely by the Heritage Lottery Fund, St
Michael’s Heritage Trail will be open to the public
on Mexon Market Saturdays and other special town
occasions. Don’t miss it. Come and say Thank
You and learn about the people of God who were
here before us.
The Heritage Trail is also available online 24/7 at
http://heritage.middlewichparishchurch.org.uk

Dear Friends
A couple of elderly men were sitting in
the park chatting about days gone by,
when a pretty young woman came into
view and walked past. Seconds later a
young man appeared, walking just a bit
faster than the young woman, and
gaining steadily on her.
The first old man gazed after the couple
and said, ‘Do you remember when we
used to chase pretty girls down the
street?’ His friend hardly stirred and
replied wearily, ‘Yes I do remember
how we used to chase them, but I can’t
for the life of me remember why.’
If you are associated with the
academic/educational world then
September is the month of new
beginnings. For the rest of us however
it marks the end of summer, the
beginning of autumn and the long
months running up to Christmas. The
backend of the year as some might say.
It is a time when perseverance and
commitment
seem
like
good
characteristics to have. Not surprising
then that some people speak of the
September blues.

With any enterprise it is often the
second half, the latter stages, which
seems to be the hardest. Whether it is
sports, DIY projects, shopping trips or
acts of service to others – starting is
often the easy bit. The idea is fresh and
new and you are full of energy and
excitement. Then as time passes
enthusiasm wanes and tiredness takes
over. To reach the end we need to learn
to persevere.
This is often true of our spiritual as well
as physical life experience. When we
first came to faith in Jesus Christ there
was an excitement and expectancy. Our
experiences of church, the bible and
prayer were fresh and new. Then as the
years move on faith can become, if we
are honest, just a little duller and our
spiritual hopes and aspirations lessen.
It is at times like this that we need to
remind ourselves of why we came to
faith in Jesus Christ in the first place.
The book of Hebrews encourages us to
do just that:
Let us run with perseverance the race
marked out for us. Let us fix our eyes

on Jesus, the author and perfecter of
our faith; who for the joy set before him
endured the cross, scorning its shame,
and sat down at the right hand of the
throne of God.
Hebrews 12:1-2
So let us look once again at the cross of
Jesus Christ. Let us see there the love
and grace of God offered to us and let
us remember why we believe in Him.
Then we can persevere in our faith, and
finish the race of life.
Yours in Christ
Simon Drew

Parish Weekend Away
Cloverley Hall, Shropshire
28th - 30th September 2018
You are all invited to join us once again for a weekend of faith, fun & fellowship at at Cloverley Hall (nr Whitchurch,
Shropshire). Cloverley Hall is a Christian conference & retreat centre and we have booked the house over the weekend
of 28th - 30th September 2018.
This weekend will provide an opportunity to spend time together with periods of Christian
fellowship and teaching, and also some fun and relaxation. There will be groups and activities for
both adults and children.
New for 2018 will be the new indoor heated swimming pool!
The expected cost for the weekend, based on their 2017 prices, which includes inclusive full
board from Friday evening meal to Sunday lunch, is:
Adults: £110.00 & Children: 0-4 years £10.00; 5-9 years £40.00; 10-12 years £70.00; 13-17
years £100.00. Additional supplements will apply for ensuite rooms.
Please do come along and join us. To book a place we require a deposit of £10 per person
(including all children). Booking forms are available via the church office.
Visit www.cloverleyhall.org for more information.
They devoted themselves to the apostles
teaching, to the breaking of bread, to
fellowship and to prayer – Acts 2:42

Operation Christmas Child
Its shoebox time again! Would you like
to give a needy child the gift of love?
Pick up a leaflet from church or no.
28, or look online at samaritanspurse.org.uk.

PARISH REGISTERS
2017
Baptisms

Here’s what you do!
Find a Shoebox
Get an empty medium sized shoebox,
and wrap the box and lid separately in
colourful wrapping paper. Attach the
appropriate boy/girl label from your
leaflet, marking if your gift is for a boy or a girl. Select an age category 2-4, 5-9
or 10-14 and attach the label to the top of your shoebox. Spare shoeboxes
(wrapped and unwrapped) are in church.
Fill with gifts
Fill your shoebox with a selection of fun toys, hygiene items and school supplies.
If possible, include one or two special items you know a child will love such as
a doll, cuddly toy or deflated football with pump.

25-Jun

Matilda Ivy DUFFY

23-Jul

Harley Benjamin MULHERN

23-Jul

Layla Shauna GUINANE

13-Aug

Soraya GRAHAM

Byley Weddings
19-Aug

Weddings
01-Sept

15-Jul

Note: Follow your Box is only available when you pay online
Pray
Pray for the child who will receive
your gift. You can also include a
personal note and photo of
yourself or your group.

Please take completed boxes
to church or No.28 by
SUNDAY 5 NOVEMBER

Simon & Karen BANNISTER

Church Funerals

12-Jul
18-Jul
21-Jul

27-Jul
04-Aug

09-Aug
15-Aug
22-Aug

Make your project donation
A suggested donation of £5 is essential to cover project costs, including shipping,
to enable a local church or group overseas to lead a safe, well-organised children’s
event where your shoebox will be given to a child in need.
Give online at Follow Your Box and you can print out a barcode and place it inside
your shoebox on top of the contents. This will enable us to tell you which country
your shoebox gets sent to. Or you can enclose cash or cheque (to Samaritan’s
Purse) and place it in an envelope inside your shoebox on top of the contents. If
you are packing multiple shoeboxes you can write a cheque for one combined
donation.

Ashley HASSALL
Stephanie Victoria HANCOX

Renewal of Vows

04-Jul
Gift Suggestions
Toys
Include items that children will immediately embrace such as dolls or stuffed toys
(with CE label), toy trucks, harmonica, yo-yo, skipping rope, ball, small puzzles
etc.
School Supplies
Pens, pencils & sharpeners, crayons or felt pens, stamps & ink pad sets, writing
pads or notebooks & paper, solar calculators, colouring & picture books etc.
Hygiene Items
Toothbrush and toothpaste, bars of wrapped soap, comb or hairbrush, flannel.
Other Items
Hat, cap, gloves or scarf, sunglasses, hair accessories, jewellery set, wind up torch,
wrapped sweets (best-before-date must be at least March of the following year).
Do Not Include
Used or damaged items, war related items such as toy guns, play soldiers or knives;
chocolate or other food items; liquids or lotions of any type including bubbles;
medicines; hand-made or knitted stuffed toys; anything of a political, racial or
religious nature; sharp objects; glass containers, mirrors or fragile items; playing
cards of the 4-suit variety; clothing other than as listed above.

Scott HALMAN
Victoria Ann ROWE

25-Aug
06-Sep

Aaron Zac FERRIS
Beeston Close
Samuel Alan WALTON
Cross Lane
John KETTLE
Denbigh Crescent
Jennifer Margaret
STEVENSON
New King Street
Graham BARRON
Rudheath
Thomas Charles Joseph
EATON
Newton Court Care Home
Thomas Kenneth WALTON
Queens Drive
Robert Norman Henry RICE
Whitemore Road
Susan Elizabeth HUNTER
Huntercombe Neurodisability
Centre
Kenneth Frank STANIER
Webbs Lane
Maureen RILEY
Wardle Mews

Cremation only funerals
05-Jul
27-Jul
11-Aug
24-Aug
11-Sep

Oswald BAILEY
Cross Lane
Hazel BANNISTER
The Manor Care Home
Alfred ROBINSON
Rolt Crescent
Joan COOPER
Willowmere
Valerie Rose BELL
Sandbach

Home and Away : Cathedral@28
Three years have rolled on by since
Reverend Canon Jeremy Dussek graced
church @28 at home. Now it was turn
for the away match! We would
assemble at Chester Cathedral for a
special 2017 edition. Church@28 on
the road.
That night in Middlewich had not only
been Jeremy’s first visit to C@28 but
mine also. [the report of that night is
available in a Messenger article at that
time].
Steve and Joy were kind enough to
offer myself and Vicky a lift to the
event in their lovely car and we
gratefully accepted.
On arrival inside the wondrous walls of
the ancient cathedral the C@28
brethren were already assembled and
eagerly awaited commencement of
proceedings. After a warm and cheery
greeting from our host Precentor
Jeremy it was over to our MC
extraordinaire Robert Reed to do his
thing.
Christine and Duncan did a turn apiece
for the assembled throng, whose
numbers were swelled by local
parishioners and some curious tourists,

Future events
Tuesday, 12 September
We are delighted to welcome back
Penny Allen. On a previous visit,
Penny told us about the Simnel cake,
but on this occasion her talk is called
“Spirituality of Teapots”.
Tuesday, 10th October
Joan Colwell is also making a very
welcome return visit. Joan is our
Deanery Leader and also the Diocesan
Co-ordinator for Action and Outreach.
Her presentation is “It Began in 1997”.

about in the historic city on a August
bank holiday Sunday evening.
One thing that soon became apparent
was that the sound quality of the
microphones was distorting the
delivery of the speakers. Lots of
movement behind the scenes, i.e. to the
side of me, where a youthful staff
member was trying to correct the
problem. Several visits from Paul
Hassall later, the decision was made.
To turn off the electrical machinery and
let the natural dynamic and acoustics
of the building carry the Word to the
audience. By the time Alastair stepped
up for his reading the Almighty had
provided crystal clarity.
We progressed through the rest of the
evening of song, prayer, praise, and
Fun, in this fashion.
A couple of spiritual songs from our
second Christine of the night. Her
rendition of Amazing Grace was
inspiring and amazing!
Special guest Reverend Canon Dr
Barry Wilson, latterly of Nantwich
parish but soon to start his new calling
at Chester as Vice Dean, was
interviewed by Robert and had many

amusing and instructive anecdotes to
share about his life of study, teaching
and service to God.
A sensitive presentation next from
Lorraine in praise of the Gospel of
John, and a recommendation from her
to enjoy some of the best bedtime
reading you will ever come across.
A rousing musical finale to the special
evening after which Reverend Jeremy
invited us to rendezvous at Chez
Dussek, located ideally alongside the
magnificent cathedral, to take a cool
glass of juice, to mingle and admire
views of Chester Cathedral from a
different aspect.
A grand sight it made too as we walked
the cobbled street to the good
Reverend’s Georgian home. A spiritual
feel embraced you as you entered. The
walls upstairs and downstairs were
exquisitely adorned with art work from
near and far.
The time ultimately came for our party
to leave for home. On a darkening late
summers evening we left with
memories of gold, forged in the beating
heart of the Cheshire diocese.
Glenn S. King

Tuesday, 14th November
A visiting speaker from the Winsford
Domestic Refuge.

celebrating their Golden Wedding
Anniversary on 2nd September.

Congratulations
Our love and very best wishes go to
Janet and Ken Chisholm who will be

Jo Hulse

Sunday Rota - SEPT

Sunday Rota - OCT

Intercessions Jo Hulse

Intercessions Susan Hawkes

Banner

Jo Hulse

Banner

Chris Overton

Escorts

Angela Tempest
Edna Rose

Escorts

Chris Overton
Miriam Sant

Offertory

Pauline Davies
Pat List

Offertory

Pam Jackson
Wendy Bourne

BYLEY
Byley September

3rd

Morning Praise
Readers

10th

Sidesman
Communion
Preaching
Readers

17th

Sidesman
Morning Praise
Preaching
Readers

24th

Sidesman
Communion
Preaching
Readers

Thia Hughes
Organist
James Bennion
Simon Drew
Alison Boulton
Vera Farrow
Jean Percival
Anne Latham
Duncan Goodwin
Celia Wilkinson
Anne Nichol
Lorraine Reed
Jacqui Briscoe
Glenys Richardson
Alan Boyle

Sidesman

Readers
For those who like to prepare well in advance the
readers are
1 Oct, Frank Walton & Anita Holman
8 Oct, James Bennion & Christine Hankey
Flower Rota
Sept 3rd - 10th
Sept 17th - 24th
Oct 1st - 8th

The Bickerton Ladies
E Walton
Bennions

Cleaning Rota
Sept 3rd - 10th
Sept 17th - 24th
Oct 1st - 8th

G Richardson
C Hankey
C Wilkinson

PCC MEETING:
Monday 11 September, 7.30pm. Village Hall

What’s in a name?

Our beloved narrow boat, The Lady
Margaret, is terminally ill, as the words
of the confession put it-‘through
ignorance, through weakness, through
our own deliberate fault’! As the result

of an electrical
problem we did
not deal with in
time, her hull is
now paper thin.
What to do? We
decided (with
their blessing)
to use our
daughters’
inheritance to
have another
boat built. She
will be ready
early next year.
Now the next
problem, what
to call her?

physically handicapped and everyone
said ‘just as well’. I was unable to have
further children. In those days no-one
was expected to grieve over a stillborn
child- but I did. I thought the pain
would never end. I have a birth
certificate and have tried to find out (so
far without success) where she was
buried. I gave her a name, Beth, and
thought about what life would have
been like if she had lived. I wanted her
to know that she was loved. I cannot
give her life, but I can give her a boat.

Back in 1974 when things were very
different and we were all young, I gave
birth to my third child, a stillborn
daughter. Had she lived she would
have been severely mentally and

Margaret English

So, if you see The Lady Beth next year,
give us a wave and spare a thought (and
a prayer) for those parents who cling to
a memory.

There is now an organisation to help
and advise parents with my problemwww.sands.org.uk

Getting to know you…
John and Alison Boulton.

John is a Cheshire lad born and raised in Hassall Green. He
became a Christian at the age of 14. He went to Sandbach
Grammar School before leaving at 16 to train as a nurse.
After training he moved on to become an anaesthetic
technician in theatre. About 40 years ago the NHS had a
wonderful idea to introduce ‘paramedics’ not just ambulance
men. John loved the sound of this so signed up. After years
of experience, moving up through the ranks, it was decided

that paramedics needed a university degree so in 2007 John
attended John Moore’s University and gained his Masters in
Paramedic Science. By his own admission John is a complete
‘petrol head’ loving cars and trucks. He has restored 6 classic
cars and can usually be found in his garage or his beloved
garden. Although he has retired from the Ambulance
Service, he still works the odd shift but spends most of his
time providing medical cover at race tracks. Top of his
bucket list is to attend a Grand Prix!
Alison is a ‘Surrey girl’ not a Londoner! She trained as a
teacher, coming to Christian faith whilst at college, but after
teaching in a rural primary school for three years, left to
become a ‘Housemother’ in residential work for Langley
House Christian Trust looking after men coming out of
prison. Langley had several houses throughout the country
and after eight years, Alison was moved to Coventry to work
in drug rehab. Two years later she moved to Cheshire and
started teaching RE and Design Technology in a special
school for teenage students with complex needs where she
remained until retirement in 2015. Whilst teaching she felt
called to ministry and trained as a Reader but the call
continued and she is now currently training for ordination.
Having been placed for training at St Michael’s, she has
recently found out that she is to remain here for her curacy.
Very excited!
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AA=All Age, AAC=All Age Communion,
APC=Annual Parochial Church Meeting,
B=Baptism, BV=Bereavement Service,
C=Communion, CON=Confirmation,
E=Evensong, MES=Messy Church,
MP=Morning Praise, P=Prayer,
PP=Pentecost Praise, PS=Plough Sunday,
X=No Service, ROG=Rogation, 28=No.28

Evening Services?
From September 2017 onwards we are
going to take a different approach to
Sunday evenings. The only regular
evening event will be Church@28
(usually on a 2nd Sunday). There will
occasionally be other events, such as the
Churches Together Big Sing event on 24th
September. However our intention is to
give more freedom to church members on
Sunday evenings in the hope that they will
use them for more informal fellowship.
Or to put it more simply – socialise with
each other!

In other words, may I encourage you to
have friends round for a meal, or organise
a picnic or a walk, without the pressure of
an evening service to attend. Let’s
strengthen the bonds of fellowship
between us, and thereby strengthen the
body.

Rev Simon Drew, Rector– Middlewich and Byley
simon.drew@middlewichparishchurch.org.uk

01606 833440

Jeremy Coles, Director of Music & Family Work
jeremy.coles@middlewichparishchurch.org.uk

Office: 01606 738005
mobile:07981 051776

Rev Liz Woode, Curate & Tony Woode, Reader
tonylizwoode@hotmail.com
Rev Thia Hughes, Curate
thiahughes@hotmail.com
Rev. Lorraine Reed, Curate
revlvreed@gmail.com

01606 75030

01606 883286
mobile 07970 734507
01606 781071

Rev Simon Hamill-Stewart, Assistant Priest
& Christine Hamill-Stewart, Reader
simchrishs@googlemail.com

01606 737329

Steve Broadfoot, Reader
Ruth Broadfoot, Electoral Roll
steve.broadfoot@tesco.net

01606 738373

Jacqui Briscoe, Reader
jacquibriscoe1@gmail.com

01606 836460

Duncan Goodwin, Reader
duncan.goodwin@btinternet.com

01606 836377

Anne Latham, Reader
a.latham28@btinternet.com

01606 737617

Sylvia Bosomworth, Pastoral Care Worker
sylviabosomworth@btinternet.com

01606 737338

Sue Ikin, Pastoral Care Worker

01606 738005

Elaine Reynolds, Church Warden, Pastoral Care Worker
e.reynolds315@btinternet.com

01606 832596

Graham Ikin, Church Warden

01606 738005

Keith Yearley, Churchwarden
keith.yearley@hotmail.co.uk

01606 835785

Neil Clewes, Treasurer
neilclewes@live.co.uk

01606 619721

Christine Malkin, PCC Secretary
christinemalkin@uwclub.net

01606 833023

Glenys Richardson, Byley
richardsongables@hotmail.co.uk

01606 834343

Anne Nicol, Byley PCC Secretary
annenicol@btinternet .com

01606 836314

James Bennion, Byley Church Warden
stublach@tiscali.co.uk

01606 46263

Alan and Jean Percival,
Byley Church Warden and treasurer
percival.yatehouse@googlemail.com

01606 833808

Byley Village Hall Bookings

07926 571172

PAUL HASSALL
CONTRACTORS
(Middlewich)
0800 955 8680
07831 503385
paulhassalluk@aol.com

Electrical, Plumbing, Central Heating, Building & Joinery
All new installations, alterations and repairs –
No job too small
NICEIC Approved for Electrical Work
Gas Safe Registered Engineers for Gas Work
All aspects of building maintenance covered
Bathrooms and Kitchens fitted

HCPC registered
Chiropodist/Podiatrist
Cheshire Lasers Medical Clinic
The Acorns, 85 Wheelock St
01606 841255 / 07748 712399
Middlewich, CW10 9AE
Middlewich Community Centre
(off the Civic Hall Car Park, Middlewich)
Ideal for parties, meetings, weddings etc.
Call for details of activities
(ballet, dog training, karate, cinema screen and more).

For further information phone Reg Jackson
01606 832118

This space could be
promoting your business
- call 01606 738005

Peter Forshaw Ltd Funeral Services
An Independent Family Business
24 Hour Personal and Dignified Service
16/18 Leadsmithy Street, Middlewich, CW10 9DF

01606 836708

NICEIC Approved

Brooks Lane, Middlewich
Cheshire

1a ST MICHAELS WAY, TOWNBRIDGE, MIDDLEWICH
CW10 9DX

IAN & JASON
HAWKIN
Building Work
(extensions etc)
Carpentry and Joinery
services

Neil Hopley
Electrical Contractors Ltd
Agricultural, Industrial,
Domestic
Installations and Repairs

01606
832457

Middlewich Physiotherapy & Sports Injury Clinic Ltd
CHARTERED AND HEALTH PROFESSION COUNCIL
REGISTERED PHYSIOTHERAPIST
“For all your aches and pains” No GP referral required
www.middlewich-physio.co.uk

OPTOMETRIST & CONTACT LENS CENTRE

We are a family-run independent
opticians in Middlewich, passionate
about providing the best in eye
health care. We offer quality stylish
frames to suit your budget.

01606 834386
01606 620227

This space could be
promoting your business
- call 01606 738005

weddings
portraits
commercial

0784 0784 956

01606 833993 or
07976 661061 (mobile)

www.followthehatphotography.uk

There is always
someone
alvailable to pray
with you after
services. Equally,
if you would like
someone to come
and pray with you
at any time speak
to Sylvia, Elaine
or Sue Ikin.

St Michael’s Church Office
28 Hightown, Middlewich, CW10 9AN

01606 738005
Office hours: 10am-2pm Monday-Friday
Office Manager: Beth Deakin
Email: admin@middlewichparishchurch.org.uk
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