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Getting Messy…
Messy Church @ Cledford
On Tuesday 12th September 2017 we
launched a new venture – Messy
Church @ Cledford. We have done
Messy Church in St Michael’s Church
for many years but this time we wanted
to take it to the other end of town and
offer it to a new group of people. We
had the opportunity to use the school’s
facilities as the result of many years of
building up of relationships and trust
between the school and the church, and
we are grateful to Jane (head teacher)
for giving us permission to try it out.
So we prayed, we planned and we
prepared. To our delight 140 children
and parents came. We had planned for
80 so extra hot-dogs were urgently sent
out for by the catering team. Jeremy
Coles (Family Worker) led the evening
on the theme of ‘God’s care for us’ by
looking at the story of baby Moses

being rescued from death by Pharaoh’s
daughter (from Exodus). In true messy
church style there were craft activities
(crowns, cakes, bull-rushes, etc. …),
there were games (wrapping the ‘baby’
in toilet roll), there were songs and
there was food.

do it again! Future dates are 10th
October, 14th November & 12th
December 2017. Feel free to join us,
but be prepared to get messy!
It was chaotic but joyful. It was noisy
but fun. It was messy but it was
‘church’ to a large number of adults
and children who would not attend one
of our ‘normal’ services. Yes we will

A big thank you to the team: Jeremy,
Elaine, Sharon, Paul, Bridget, Sylvia,
Thia, Cynthia, Jo, Alison, Sue, Sandra
& Jasmine.
Simon Drew

ECCLESIASTICAL HOME INSURANCE HELPS St MICHAEL’S
Ecclesiastical Insurance, the company
which insures the Church and Number
28 also offers home insurance, and a
number of the staff are using their
policies.
Ecclesiastical have a Christian ethos,
and are also a charity: all the profits are

directed to a charitable trust which
offers grants to Christian organisations.
We recently obtained a grant of £1,000
towards the cost of the roof alarm.
To celebrate their 130th Anniversary,
they are offering a donation of £130 to
the Church for every home insurance
policy taken out by someone who

nominates St Michael's: the PCC have
decided that any such donations will
be directed to the Restoration Fund. To
take advantage of this offer, please see
the notice posted to the left of the
refreshment area, take a leaflet from
the table by the door or speak to Mike
Reed.

NEXT HERITAGE TRAIL - 21 OCTOBER - 11AM-3.00PM
“A real treat! Well done everyone involved” - Fiona Bruce MP

Dear Friends
H A Ironside was having lunch in a
crowded restaurant. Just as he was
about to begin his meal, a man approached and asked if he could join
him. Ironside invited him to have a
seat. Then, as was his custom, Ironside
bowed his head in prayer.
When he opened his eyes, the other man
asked, “Do you have a headache?”
Ironside replied, “No, I don’t.”
The other man asked, “Well, is there
something wrong with your food?”
Ironside replied, “No, I was simply
thanking God as I always do before I
eat.”
The man said, “Oh, you’re one of those,
are you? Well, I want you to know I
never give thanks. I earn my money by
the sweat of my brow and I don’t have
to give thanks to anybody when I eat. I
just start right in!”
Ironside said, “Yes, you’re just like my
dog. That’s what he does too!”

So, are you ‘one of those’? Harvest
Thanksgiving is upon us. A time to give
thanks for the harvest and for the food
and provisions which we in England so
richly enjoy.
But outside of this special time are you
‘one of those’ who give thanks daily for
all the good things God gives us.
Jesus told a story of a man who earnt a
huge amount of money by the sweat of
his brow – we call it the Parable of the
Rich Fool (Luke 12:16-21). He was a
farmer who worked hard, produced a
bountiful harvest, kept it all for himself
and gave thanks to no one, let alone to
God. It’s all mine, I deserve it, was his
attitude. But the story ends with God’s
verdict on the man’s life – ‘you fool’.
The man dies and doesn’t get to enjoy
anything he had stored up for himself.
Everything we have, however hard we
or others have worked to produce, or
earn it, we only have because God
brings it into being – it is fundamentally
His not ours. Yet we behave like the

For here we do not have an enduring
city, but we are looking for the city
that is to come.
Hebrews 13 v14

rich fool. We keep our wealth close and
safe, we hoard and we store for our own
futures. Why? – Well to quote a well
known cosmetic advert ‘because you’re
worth it’ or so we think.
So are you ‘one of those’? Do you see
everything you have as yours by right,
or do you see everything you have as a
blessing from God?
Yours in Christ

Simon Drew

Operation Christmas Child
Its shoebox time again! Would you like
to give a needy child the gift of love?
Pick up a leaflet from church or no.
28, or look online at samaritanspurse.org.uk.

PARISH REGISTERS
2017
Baptisms

Here’s what you do!
Find a Shoebox
Get an empty medium sized shoebox,
and wrap the box and lid separately in
colourful wrapping paper. Attach the
appropriate boy/girl label from your
leaflet, marking if your gift is for a boy or a girl. Select an age category 2-4, 5-9
or 10-14 and attach the label to the top of your shoebox. Spare shoeboxes
(wrapped and unwrapped) are in church.
Fill with gifts
Fill your shoebox with a selection of fun toys, hygiene items and school supplies.
If possible, include one or two special items you know a child will love such as
a doll, cuddly toy or deflated football with pump.
Gift Suggestions
Toys
Include items that children will immediately embrace such as dolls or stuffed toys
(with CE label), toy trucks, harmonica, yo-yo, skipping rope, ball, small puzzles
etc.
School Supplies
Pens, pencils & sharpeners, crayons or felt pens, stamps & ink pad sets, writing
pads or notebooks & paper, solar calculators, colouring & picture books etc.
Hygiene Items
Toothbrush and toothpaste, bars of wrapped soap, comb or hairbrush, flannel.
Other Items
Hat, cap, gloves or scarf, sunglasses, hair accessories, jewellery set, wind up torch,
wrapped sweets (best-before-date must be at least March of the following year).
Do Not Include
Used or damaged items, war related items such as toy guns, play soldiers or knives;
chocolate or other food items; liquids or lotions of any type including bubbles;
medicines; hand-made or knitted stuffed toys; anything of a political, racial or
religious nature; sharp objects; glass containers, mirrors or fragile items; playing
cards of the 4-suit variety; clothing other than as listed above.
Make your project donation
A suggested donation of £5 is essential to cover project costs, including shipping,
to enable a local church or group overseas to lead a safe, well-organised children’s
event where your shoebox will be given to a child in need.
Give online at Follow Your Box and you can print out a barcode and place it inside
your shoebox on top of the contents. This will enable us to tell you which country
your shoebox gets sent to. Or you can enclose cash or cheque (to Samaritan’s
Purse) and place it in an envelope inside your shoebox on top of the contents. If
you are packing multiple shoeboxes you can write a cheque for one combined
donation.
Note: Follow your Box is only available when you pay online
Pray
Pray for the child who will receive
your gift. You can also include a
personal note and photo of
yourself or your group.

Please take completed boxes
to church or No.28 by
SUNDAY 5 NOVEMBER

10-Sep

Autumn Jade MARTIN

17-Sep

Amelia Lynda OGDON

24-Sep

Albert Michael JENNINGS

Weddings
30-Sep

Simon RUTTER
Lorraine BENNION

Church Funerals
21-Sep

Alan WILKINSON
Lawton Rise Nursing Home

Burial of Ashes
15-Sep

Graham ROSE
Susan HUNTER

CHILDREN’S SOCIETY
BOX OPENING 2017

This will take place from the end of
OCTOBER and the beginning of
NOVEMBER. This is to ensure that the
old £1 coins will be included in the count.
They cease to be legal tender from the
15th October 2017 but the Children's
Society have arranged with Barclays Bank
to accept them for a limited period after
this date.
Boxes may be returned to either St.
Michael’s Middlewich, or St. Johns
Byley. They can also be left at No 28
Hightown or at David & Miriam Sants
house at 29 King Street. If you cannot
drop them off at these places please Tel.
01606 832583 so that we can collect them.
Boxes will be opened & counted
individually, a receipt issued and then
returned to you.
Thank you
David & Miriam Sant
(Children's Society Representatives)

THE SPIRITUALITY OF TEAPOTS

Penny Allen visited us on Tuesday, 12
September and brought along her
wonderful collection of teapots. Penny
reminded us of several songs relating
to teapots, eg: “Tea for Two” and
ending with the action nursery song
“I’m a little teapot, short and stout”.
She said we were to imagine ourselves
as a teapot and what shape would we
be? Whilst we thought about this, she
proceeded to tell us why each teapot
was special to her. A selection from
her talk starts with a Japanese teapot
with a bison on the side, then a tiny
miniature one. A decorated teapot
from Morocco was inherited from her
mother-in-law; then a two cup
aluminium pot which her mother used
for her breakfast tea. Following Prince
Albert’s death, Queen Victoria wanted
people to have household items in
black. After a feasible mourning
period, teapots could then have floral
decoration hand-painted on them.
Penny has a wonderful example. Next
was a glass teapot with a tea infuser
inside, also her own grandmother’s
which is a cream teapot inside a
stainless case lined with felt and a tiny
hole below the tip of the spout to allow
perfect pouring.
A most unusual teapot has a hole
straight through the centre, evidently
not for liquid, but serves as a planter
for parsley. Happy teapots in the shape
of Nessie in spotted pink from
Scotland and a cat with a Cheshire
grin. A handbag shape had a zip for a
lid, a camel teapot and also a decorated
basket followed. Penny ended with a
gold and cream teapot to celebrate a
Golden Wedding Anniversary. To
return to our original thought, teapots
have different shapes, parts and uses
and the Mothers’ Union is made up of
members with different interests and
talents, all working together and united
in prayer.
BODY. What shape are we? The
body of the teapot holds the tea-leaves
and boiling water. We are to hold

God’s love, with the Holy Spirit
poured into our hearts.
LIDS. Tight fitting lids keep in the
steam, keeping the tea hot and fresh.
Is our faith strong and true?
HANDLES. These should have a
comfortable grip and be secure. Is our
attitude like Christ’s? Are we kind and
loving to others; is our faith alive and
usable?
SPOUT. Some teapots have a short
and flat spout, some long and slender.
We should be ready to pour out by the
Holy Spirit, God’s love on others.
Jesus gives us his love for us to share
with other people.
Report by: Miriam Sant
Future events
Tuesday, 10th October
Joan Colwell is making a very
welcome return visit. Joan is our
Deanery Leader and also the Diocesan
Co-ordinator for Action and Outreach.
Her presentation is “It Began in 1997”.
Tuesday, 14th November
A visiting speaker from the Winsford
Domestic Refuge.
Congratulations
We send our all love and blessings to
David and Miriam Sant, as they
celebrate their Golden Wedding
Anniversary on 14th October.

“Feel my warmth,”
said the sun.
Open your self
To my light,
with your neat,
bright petals
complete”
G
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Jo Hulse

Sunday Rota - OCT
Intercessions Susan Hawkes
Banner

Jo Hulse

Escorts

Chris Overton
Miriam Sant

Offertory

Pam Jackson
Wendy Bourne

Sunday Rota - NOV
Intercessions Jacqui Briscoe
Banner

Susan Hawkes

Escorts

Cynthia Sant
Lynn Astles

Offertory

Christine Cooper
Pauline Ashley

Up,
Up,
Up,
then a stem,
then a shoot,
then a root,
I began as a seed.

GROWING
Simon Hamill-Stewart

BYLEY
Byley October

1st

8th

15th

22nd

29th

Leading
Preaching
Readers

Tony Woode
Lorraine Reed
Frank Walton
Anita Holman
Duncan Goodwin
Simon Drew
Simon Drew
James Bennion
Christine Hankey
Steve Broadfoot
Jacqui Briscoe
Jean Percival
Alan Boyle
Thia Hughes
Thia Hughes
Alison Boulton
James Bennion
Glenys Richardson
Anne Latham
Liz Woode
Vera Farrow
Frank Walton

Leading
Communion
Preaching
Readers
Leading
Preaching
Readers
Leading
Communion
Preaching
Readers
Leading
Preaching
Readers

Readers
For those who like to prepare well in advance the
readers are
5 Nov, Anne Nichol & Celia Wilkinson
12 Nov, Alan Boyle & Frank Walton
Flower Rota
Oct 1st - 8th
Oct 15th
Oct 29th - Nov 5th

Bennions
Harvest Donations
B Hopley

Cleaning Rota
Oct 1st - 8th
Oct 15th - 22nd
Oct 29th - Nov 5th

C Wilkinson
E Winnett
V Farrow

EVENTS:Friday 27 October, 7.30pm
Family Prize Bingo Night in Village Hall
(Watch out for posters with more details)
Monday 6 November, 7.30pm
PCC Meeting in Village Hall
Saturday 2 December, 10am - 2pm
Christmas Wreath Making Workshop - £6.50
In Village Hall

You are all invited to join us once again for a weekend of faith, fun & fellowship at at Cloverley Hall (nr Whitchurch,
Shropshire). Cloverley Hall is a Christian conference & retreat centre and we have booked the house over the weekend
of 28th - 30th September 2018.
This weekend will provide an opportunity to spend time together with periods of
Christian fellowship and teaching, and also some fun and relaxation. There will be
groups and activities for both adults and children.
New for 2018 will be the new indoor heated swimming pool!
The expected cost for the weekend, based on their 2017 prices, which includes
inclusive full board from Friday evening meal to Sunday lunch, is:
Adults: £110.00 & Children: 0-4 years £10.00; 5-9 years £40.00; 10-12 years £70.00;
13-17 years £100.00. Additional supplements will apply for ensuite rooms.
Please do come along and join us. To book a place we require a deposit of £10 per
person (including all children). Booking forms are available via the church office.
Visit www.cloverleyhall.org for more information.

Getting to know you…
Robert and Christine Reed (to be [in 2
weeks]) Ed.

Aged 16 he made a speech to the
Conservative Party Conference and was
widely tipped as a future PM. God
clearly had different plans! His most
memorable experience was becoming
the youngest ever guest on the BBC
Satirical quiz 'Have I Got News for
You' aged 17.

Christine was born in Chester and is the
middle of three girls. The family moved
to Malpas when Christine was five.
Christine is something of a country girl,
having grown up with land and looked
after family pets which through the
years have included various cats and
donkeys.
Following completion of her A-Levels,
Christine got quite hooked on academic
studies, going on to complete a
bachelors degree in sports science,
followed by an MSc in Sport
Biomechanics and an MPhil in stroke
rehabilitation
She now works for the Stroke
Association, focusing on helping
people with their speech. Based at
Leighton Hospital, she covers a wide
geographical area including Nantwich,
Crewe and Northwich.
Christine loves music - particularly
performing solo and choir music but
also writing songs and playing the
piano, guitar and clarinet.

When not spending time with her
amazing fiancé (Robert is writing this
paragraph.....) Christine can usually be
found buying a bargain movie DVD
from Sainsburys or partaking in
Korfball - a fast moving cross between
basketball and netball.
Robert was born in Sheffield in 1983,
the son of Mike & Lorraine Reed. He
has an older brother and sister.
The family moved to Prestatyn when
Robert was three. He loved growing up
on the North Wales coast and when not
at school was usually found playing
crazy golf, tennis or football - in
addition to buying Dr Who videos from
the local branch of Woolworths.

After A-levels he headed to the North
East and completed a degree in law at
Durham University. He loved many
things about Durham particularly the
large portion sizes in all the pubs and
restaurants.
Based in Cheshire since 2005, Robert
has loved developing a career in estate
agency with Wright Marshall. From
2008 - 2016 he was Chairman of Crewe
YMCA and he launched and has led
Church@28 since 2011.
Having met in 2015, Robert and
Christine are getting married on
October 14th. They want their shared
Christian faith to be central to their
marriage - and look forward to
contributing to the life and work of St
Michael's and All Angels Church
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Rev Simon Drew, Rector– Middlewich and Byley
simon.drew@middlewichparishchurch.org.uk

01606 833440

Jeremy Coles, Director of Music & Family Work
jeremy.coles@middlewichparishchurch.org.uk

Office: 01606 738005
mobile:07981 051776

Rev Liz Woode, Curate & Tony Woode, Reader
tonylizwoode@hotmail.com

Byley
11.00am MP
7.00pm

MIDDLEWICH & BYLEY
CHURCH STAFF

MP

AA=All Age, AAC=All Age Communion,
APC=Annual Parochial Church Meeting,
B=Baptism, BV=Bereavement Service,
C=Communion, CON=Confirmation,
E=Evensong, MES=Messy Church,
MP=Morning Praise, P=Prayer,
PP=Pentecost Praise, PS=Plough Sunday,
X=No Service, ROG=Rogation, 28=No.28

Evening Services?
Having started in September 2017 we are
taking a different approach to Sunday
evenings. The only regular evening event
will be Church@28 (usually on a 2nd
Sunday). There will occasionally be other
events however our intention is to give
more freedom to church members on
Sunday evenings in the hope that they will
use them for more informal fellowship.
Or to put it more simply – socialise with
each other!
In other words, may I encourage you to
have friends round for a meal, or organise
a picnic or a walk, without the pressure of
an evening service to attend. Let’s
strengthen the bonds of fellowship
between us, and thereby strengthen the
body.

Rev Thia Hughes, Curate
thiahughes@hotmail.com
Rev. Lorraine Reed, Curate
revlvreed@gmail.com

01606 75030

01606 883286
mobile 07970 734507
01606 781071

Rev Simon Hamill-Stewart, Assistant Priest
& Christine Hamill-Stewart, Reader
simchrishs@googlemail.com

01606 737329

Steve Broadfoot, Reader
Ruth Broadfoot, Electoral Roll
steve.broadfoot@tesco.net

01606 738373

Jacqui Briscoe, Reader
jacquibriscoe1@gmail.com

01606 836460

Duncan Goodwin, Reader
duncan.goodwin@btinternet.com

01606 836377

Anne Latham, Reader
a.latham28@btinternet.com

01606 737617

Sylvia Bosomworth, Pastoral Care Worker
sylviabosomworth@btinternet.com

01606 737338

Sue Ikin, Pastoral Care Worker

01606 738005

Elaine Reynolds, Church Warden, Pastoral Care Worker
e.reynolds315@btinternet.com

01606 832596

Graham Ikin, Church Warden

01606 738005

Keith Yearley, Churchwarden
keith.yearley@hotmail.co.uk

01606 835785

Neil Clewes, Treasurer
neilclewes@live.co.uk

01606 619721

Christine Malkin, PCC Secretary
christinemalkin@uwclub.net

01606 833023

Glenys Richardson, Byley
richardsongables@hotmail.co.uk

01606 834343

Anne Nicol, Byley PCC Secretary
annenicol@btinternet .com

01606 836314

James Bennion, Byley Church Warden
stublach@tiscali.co.uk

01606 46263

Alan and Jean Percival,
Byley Church Warden and treasurer
percival.yatehouse@googlemail.com

01606 833808

Byley Village Hall Bookings

07926 571172

PAUL HASSALL
CONTRACTORS
(Middlewich)
0800 955 8680
07831 503385
paulhassalluk@aol.com

Electrical, Plumbing, Central Heating, Building & Joinery
All new installations, alterations and repairs –
No job too small
NICEIC Approved for Electrical Work
Gas Safe Registered Engineers for Gas Work
All aspects of building maintenance covered
Bathrooms and Kitchens fitted

HCPC registered
Chiropodist/Podiatrist
Cheshire Lasers Medical Clinic
The Acorns, 85 Wheelock St
01606 841255 / 07748 712399
Middlewich, CW10 9AE
Middlewich Community Centre
(off the Civic Hall Car Park, Middlewich)
Ideal for parties, meetings, weddings etc.
Call for details of activities
(ballet, dog training, karate, cinema screen and more).

For further information phone Reg Jackson
01606 832118

This space could be
promoting your business
- call 01606 738005

Peter Forshaw Ltd Funeral Services
An Independent Family Business
24 Hour Personal and Dignified Service
16/18 Leadsmithy Street, Middlewich, CW10 9DF

01606 836708

NICEIC Approved

Brooks Lane, Middlewich
Cheshire

1a ST MICHAELS WAY, TOWNBRIDGE, MIDDLEWICH
CW10 9DX

IAN & JASON
HAWKIN
Building Work
(extensions etc)
Carpentry and Joinery
services

Neil Hopley
Electrical Contractors Ltd
Agricultural, Industrial,
Domestic
Installations and Repairs

01606
832457

Middlewich Physiotherapy & Sports Injury Clinic Ltd
CHARTERED AND HEALTH PROFESSION COUNCIL
REGISTERED PHYSIOTHERAPIST
“For all your aches and pains” No GP referral required
www.middlewich-physio.co.uk

OPTOMETRIST & CONTACT LENS CENTRE

We are a family-run independent
opticians in Middlewich, passionate
about providing the best in eye
health care. We offer quality stylish
frames to suit your budget.

01606 834386
01606 620227

This space could be
promoting your business
- call 01606 738005

weddings
portraits
commercial

0784 0784 956

01606 833993 or
07976 661061 (mobile)

www.followthehatphotography.uk

There is always
someone
alvailable to pray
with you after
services. Equally,
if you would like
someone to come
and pray with you
at any time speak
to Sylvia, Elaine
or Sue Ikin.

St Michael’s Church Office
28 Hightown, Middlewich, CW10 9AN

01606 738005
Office hours: 10am-2pm Monday-Friday
Office Manager: Beth Deakin
Email: admin@middlewichparishchurch.org.uk
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