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CLOVERLEY HALL ~ PARISH WEEKEND AWAY
Revd Simon Drew
On Friday 30th September, 65 members of St
Michael’s Church, set off for Cloverley Hall
in Shropshire to spend the weekend together.
Over the next 48 hours we had a great time of
fun, fellowship and faith. There were some
teaching sessions led by Revd Liz Shercliff
and her husband Mr Dave Shercliff who spoke
to us about what it means to be a follower of
Jesus, using passages from the 2nd half of
Luke’s Gospel. We worshipped and prayed
together, and we played together (table tennis,
pool, channel island cricket, football, quizzes
and games), we ate together and we talked –
a lot! Despite the rain on the Saturday we had
a great time and are looking forward to a
return visit in 2018. Special thanks to Jeremy
Coles, for an excellent programme of
children’s teaching, and to Graham Wilson
and the musicians who led our worship times
so well.
Editor’s note: a full gallery of photos and
recordings of all the teaching sessions from
the weekend are available on the Home page
of the church website.

Revd Liz Shercliff

Worship session

A former bishop of Exeter was renown
for his bad memory. On one occasion
he was travelling by train to a certain
part of his diocese. Before he reached
his destination, the ticket collector appeared demanding to see all tickets.
The bishop fumbled his way through
his pockets but no ticket could be
found. Finally the ticket collector lost
patience and said: “Tha’s o’ right
bishop. We all know you’s an harnest
man. It don’t matter!” “O indeed it
does!” replied the bishop. “Without
that ticket I shan’t know where to get
off this train!”

the simple symbol of the poppy, the
sacrifice of many who died so that we
might be free.
Remembrance Day has different
meanings for many different people.
Some of you can name friends and
relatives who died during the wars, or
in the more recent conflicts in which
our armed forces have been involved.
Others may feel a sense of relief that
we have not faced such worldwide
conflict since, while others may take
the opportunity to reflect on peace and
justice in today’s world.
For the Christian remembering the
sacrifice of Jesus Christ is a central part
of our worship. Using the simple
symbols of bread and wine we recall
his death on the cross by which our
freedom was won. We must not forget
that our relationship with God depends
on that one sacrificial death. We are
reconciled to God through Jesus (2 Cor.
5:18-19)

I don’t suppose for a minute that many
of you have a memory as bad as this
former bishop. But like him we often
need a note or similar to help us
remember things. November brings the
annual occasion of Remembrance Day
and its abiding symbol of the red
poppy. For many of us memories fade
with time and can ultimately become
forgotten. In our society memories of
the two world wars are fading but we
continue to remember, with the help of

Whilst many Christians understand and
practice communion differently it
remains a fundamental and unifying
part of the Church’s life. “Do this in

Future events

to join all the other Deanery members
at Christ Church, Wharton, at 2.00pm
for their Advent Service. Please put
your name on the list if you require
transport.

Diocese
Tuesday, 22 November
The Diocesan Council meets at 9.30am
at St John’s Church Centre, Hartford.
All members are very welcome, please
speak to Susan or myself if you would
like to attend.
Deanery
Wednesday, 9 November
Members of Middlewich Deanery will
be meeting at No.28 at 1.30pm to sign
Christmas cards for prisoners. When
we last did this in 2014, it proved to be
a very sociable occasion and the
Deanery members were able to enjoy
an afternoon of friendship and
fellowship. We do hope that some of
our own members will be able to come
along. Refreshments will be provided.
Wednesday, 7 December
We are not holding our own Advent
Reflection this year, but have decided

Branch
Tuesday, 8 November
“16 Days of Activism against gender
based violence”, due to start on 25
November. Susan will be presenting
this topic and may ask for volunteers to
take part.

remembrance of me”, said Jesus (Luke
22:19), and so we do week after week,
year after year so that we do not forget
that Christianity began at the cross.
Let us not forget those things which
have shaped our lives. It is right to keep
alive the memory of those who died for
the freedom of their nation. It is also
right to keep alive the memory of the
one who died for the freedom of the
world!
Yours in Christ

options, one near Tarvin and the other
in Goostrey. We will leave Middlewich
around 10.30am; please put your name
on the list if you would like to go on
this outing.
Jo Hulse

Sunday Rota - NOVEMBER
Intercessions

Jacqui Briscoe

Banner

Susan Hawkes

Thursday, 24 November
Mothers’ Union Mince Pie Coffee
Morning held in No.28 at 10.30am,
following mid-week Holy Communion.
We shall have our usual table top sale
and raffle. If you would like to donate
anything to help raise funds, please
contact Miriam or myself. Tickets are
£1.00 for tea/coffee and mince pie.

Escorts

Pauline Davies
Pauline Ashley

Offertory

Mary Munroe
Thelma Ashley

Intercessions

Susan Hawkes

Tuesday, 13 December
For our monthly meeting we have
decided to have a little excursion to a
local garden centre for lunch and
possibly to buy a few Christmas
presents. At the moment there are two

Banner

Jo Hulse

Escorts

Mary Munro
Thelma Ashley
Chris Overton
Angela Tempest

Sunday Rota - DECEMBER

Offertory

RESTORING
ST MICHAEL’S
Mike Reed
This is the fourth article of a series in
the Messenger aimed at keeping you up
to date on progress, the last one being
in the April edition.

and chat with people as they passed
through. Overall, including pledges
and Gift Aid we have raised about
£10,000 which gets us close to the
£13,000 we need to raise for our
contribution to Phase 1. The display
about the project is still available by the
west door of the church, so if you have
not seen it please do have a look. The
display will be amended from time to
time to reflect the current phase of the
work.

Small Projects: The taps and drip tray
Gift Day: In September over
5,800 leaflets were delivered
by volunteers to all the
houses in the parish
publicising the Restoration
Project and asking for
support. On 10th September
we held a gift day at the
church complete with food,
family entertainment and a
display about the project.
There was a steady stream of
visitors including those on
foot and bicycle who were
taking part in the annual Ride
and Stride tour of ancient
Cheshire Churches. Many
thanks are due to all those
who
contributed
by Revd Simon Drew and Fiona Bruce MP
delivering the leaflets,
preparing for and helping on the day, near the Lady Chapel door have needed
taking part in the Ride and Stride and attention for some time, and the
simply by giving. Fiona Bruce, our woodblock floor in the same area was
MP, member of the Mother’s Union suffering from wet rot. All the old lead
and a great supporter of the work we do pipework has now been replaced with
at St Michael’s was also able to visit copper, a new tap and drip tray have

Historic Churches Ride and
Stride event, 10th September
2016
Six hardy individuals, Carl, Stuart,
Ivan, Stuart, Neil & Graham set off
from St Michaels on an epic 30 mile
cycle ride to 13 parish churches in
Middlewich deanery, not knowing if we
would eat or drink until our return.
Fortunately we had a full English
breakfast at Lostock Gralam and cake
and tea at Sandiway, It was difficult, but
someone had to eat it.
At Hartford church we all went up the
tower and Carl had a bell ringing lesson.
We raised over £200, half to Historic
Churches & half to our restore fund. We
are looking for a lot more riders next
year.

been installed and the floor has been
repaired. Many thanks to Steve Bailey
for doing this work and making the
flower guild’s work easier and safer!
Larger Projects: The work has been
split into five phases which will take 8
to 10 years to complete, and whose total
cost will be about £1.2m. Phase 1, work
on the north aisle which is described in
the display by the west door is
underway. The period from January to
July was spent doing the design work
and identifying the contractor, and since
July the Heritage Lottery
Fund has been reviewing the
documents. We hope to have
final approval in time to start
the building work in January.
The cost of Phase 1 is about
£300,000: of this £234,000
comes from a Heritage
Lottery Fund grant, £50,000
from other grants and
£13,000 from us. The work
should take about six months.
Much more information on
the Restoration Project, and
in particular the other phases,
can be found by going to the
Restoration section of the
church
website,
www.middlewichparishchurch.org.uk
Or if you have any queries, please ask
Simon Drew, Mike Reed or any of the
Churchwardens.
Watch this space!

CONGRATULATIONS JULIE
A large group of friends from the church
and parish, along with work colleagues,
travelled to Chester Cathedral on
Saturday 15 October to witness the
Licensing as a Reader of Julie Hassall.
The Cathedral was full as she and seven
others from around
the diocese,
including Helen Oldham of Over Peover
who was with us at St Michael’s for a
few months, were Licensed by the
Bishop of Stockport, The Right Revd
Libby Lane.

of their lay ministry in evangelism on the
borders between church and the world.
Joined by husband Paul, and their
daughters Jasmine and Sophie,
celebrations to mark this very special day
went on into the evening at No.28.

In his address, The Rt Revd Robert
Paterson, Bishop of Sodor and Man,
spoke of the role of Readers in the
Church and in this, their 150th year of
Ministry, he emphasised the importance

The normal week at St Michael’s
Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday
Friday

9-15am
1-15pm
7-00pm
7-30pm
9-30am
7-30pm
7-30pm
7-00am
9-30am
6-00pm
7-30pm
9-30am
6-00pm
7-30pm
8-00pm

Staff meeting at No.28 with prayers
SMILERS in church
Rehearsals for Festival Choir
SMAART handbell ringers
Healing service and coffee at No.28
Tower bell ringing practice
Card group at No.28
Prayer in church
Prayer at No.28
Worship group
Choir practice
Communion
BLOG (club for yrs 4, 5& 6)
DYN@MIC (club for yrs 7, 8 & 9)
AFTER DARK (club for yrs 10+)
It’s all on the
website and
updated at least
once a week.

St Michael’s Church Office
28 Hightown, Middlewich, CW10 9AN
01606 738005
Office hours 10am-2pm Monday-Friday
Office Manager : Beth Deakin
admin@middlewichparishchurch.org.uk

If you missed
Sunday’s
service you can
replay the
11.00am
sermon. Or if
you need to
check a rota, it’s
there. Nothing
is more than
two clicks
away. Happy
browsing.

BYLEY
PCC Meeting
The next PCC Meeting is on Monday 21st
November at 7.30pm in the Village Hall
Wreath Making Workshop
Glenys is again running a Christmas Wreath
Making Workshop on Saturday 3rd December
10.00am to 2.00pm in the Village Hall. Cost £6.50
inclusive of a Soup Lunch. Bring your own
decorations, thin wire and secateurs and if possible
a contribution of foliage. Wire bases, moss and
some foliage will be provided. To book your place
ring Glenys on 01606 834343
Christmas Draw

Byley this Month +
Nov 6th

Nov 13th

Nov

20th

Nov 27th

Dec 4th

Dec 11th

Morning Praise
Readers
Sidesman
Communion
Readers
Sidesman
Morning Praise
Readers
Sidesman
Communion
Readers
Sidesman
Morning Praise
Readers
Sidesman
Communion
Readers

Alison Boulton
Anita Halman
Glenys Richardson
Glenys Richardson
Liz Woode
James Bennion
Celia Wilkinson
Anita Halman
Steve Broadfoot
Vera Farrow
Anne Nichol
Frank Walton
Simon Drew
Organist
Frank Walton
James Bennion
Julie Hassall
Christine Hankey
Jean Percival
Lorraine Reed
Anita Halman
James Bennion

Sidesman

HARVEST SUNDAY
Glenys Richardson
The Church looked lovely decorated for harvest with flowers, fruit,
vegetables and corn. Simon took the service - we had a good sized
congregation.
Afterwards about 50 of us ate an excellent lunch. Delicious puddings
- if you have never been to one of our lunches you do not know what
you’re missing - come and join us for Plough Sunday lunch in
January!
Then James auctioned the fruit, veg and some flowers - good fun.
The non-perishable goods were given to the food bank.

Eleanor and Celia will be pleased to receive
donations towards the purchase of prizes for the
Christmas Draw, which will be held in the Village
Hall following the Carol Service.
Date For Your Diary
Carol Service Friday 16th December
Carol Singing date to be confirmed
Plough Sunday January 15th
Byley Community Association - Quiz Night
Monday 12 December with a Fish and Chip Supper. 7.30pm in the Village Hall. Bring your own
Drinks. For catering purposes Teams of up to six
members or individuals, to make up teams on the
night, to be registered with James Bennion on
01606 46234 or Graham Lowe on 01606 737807
by Thursday 8 December.
Readers
For those who like to prepare well in advance the
readers are
4 Dec, Christine Hankey & Jean Percival
11 Dec, Anita Halman & James Bennion
Flowers this month
October 30th & November 6th
November

13th

&

20th

November 27th Advent Sunday

B Hopley
P Lomas
Advent Ring

Cleaning Rota
October 30th - November 6th
November

13th

-

20th

November 27th - December 4th
December

11th

-

18th

J Percival
R Bennion
J Wildman
Ann Nicol

Home Communion
If anyone in the Byley area would like Home
Communion please phone Glenys on 01606
834343

PILGRIM’S PROGRESS, SLIGHTLY ABRIDGED

Josie & Neil Clewes
On a recent holiday in Kent, one of the
places we wanted to visit was
Canterbury Cathedral. A few years ago
we had watched a TV series called
“Pilgrimage with Simon Reeve”. It
included a Pilgrim route from
Lindisfarne to Canterbury. This gave us
the idea of doing our own “mini
pilgrimage” before entering the
cathedral. Another ancient route – still
walked today – is the Pilgrim Way from
Winchester to Canterbury; this is 119
miles long so a bit ambitious during our
one week in Kent! After some friendly
advice in the cathedral bookshop (from
the staff and a customer) we decided to
walk from Chilham to Chartham to
Canterbury – a walk of 6 miles
following the North Downs Way which
includes some of the original Pilgrim
Way from Winchester.
On the morning of Wednesday, 21st
September, we caught the train from
Canterbury West station to Chilham.
From the station we walked into
Chilham, a beautiful village which has
an historic square lined with Tudor and
Jacobean houses. We visited the 15th
century church of St. Mary and signed
the visitor’s book, then followed a
footpath sign as we set off from the

church. The next village had the
unusual name of Old Wives Lee and we
passed a lovely converted oast house.
Following our map we climbed up
through woodland then dropped down
to fields and passed orchard after
orchard, with rosy red apples as far as
we could see! Still on track we went
under a railway bridge and turned right
to follow the railway line. But then we
must have missed a footpath sign
because after half an hour we were lost
in an orchard with not a soul in sight to
ask for directions. A picnic lunch in the
sunshine refreshed us and after a debate
(Josie wanted to retrace our steps but
Neil wanted to carry on in the same
direction) we continued walking and
luckily (for Neil!) found our way into
a farmyard and out on to a road. Not
sure in which village we were, we saw
the welcome sight of a jogger (maybe
an angel in disguise) who pointed us in
the right direction. We were in
Chartham Hatch – a little bit off course
– but soon we were back on the North
Downs Way, following signs all the
way to Canterbury.
The way to the cathedral is along
Mercery Lane and then to Christchurch
Gate. Pilgrims along the ages have
entered into the cathedral grounds

through this gate, full of anticipation of
reaching the shrine of Thomas Beckett.
We were following in the footsteps of
many pilgrims! Once inside the
cathedral, pilgrims would crawl up
stone steps to reach the shrine and offer
prayers. It is humbling to see the well
worn steps and feel a part of the history
in this ancient place.
The shrine of St. Thomas Beckett was
destroyed by order of King Henry VIII
during the Reformation of the church.
In the place where the shrine was stands
a solitary candle – burning constantly
in memory of St. Thomas. At an altar
nearby, we were able to light our own
candles to mark the end of our
pilgrimage to Canterbury cathedral. We
lit one for our family, one for our
friends and one for our church family.
A quote from Martin Robinson in a
little book called “Pilgrim’s Guide &
Journal” which we bought in the
bookshop : “The sense of treading
ground made holy by past events is
crucial. The experience of the pilgrim
in actually walking in the way of others
enables them to become a participant in
all that has happened. The pilgrim
becomes one with all who have gone
before”.
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PARISH REGISTERS
2016
Church Funerals
25-Oct

William BLUNN
Chester

Crematorium only Funerals
28-Sep
11-Oct
11-Oct

Susan RUSCOE
George VI Avenue
Alan YOUNG
Newton Court Care Home
Esme Phyllis CHANNING
Longwood Close

Baptisms
09-Oct

Abigail Elizabeth STOTT
Eadie Anne BROWN

Weddings
08-Oct
22-Oct

Liam David EVANS
Hannah Louise JONES
Karl Michael WOOD
Jillian Francis BOYD

NEXT CONFIRMATION
The next Confirmation Service will be
on Sunday 12 March 2017. Classes
start on 15 January. For more
information, or to book a place, please
contact Revd. L Woode, 01606 75030
or email tonylizwoode@hotmail.com

MIDDLEWICH & BYLEY
CHURCH STAFF
Rev Simon Drew, Rector– Middlewich and Byley
The Rectory, Poplar Fell, Nantwich Road, Middlewich CW10 9HG
simon.drew@middlewichparishchurch.org.uk
Jeremy Coles, Director of Music & Family Work
6 Shilton Close, Middlewich CW10 0RN
jeremy.coles@middlewichparishchurch.org.uk
Rev Liz Woode, Curate & Tony Woode, Reader
6 The Grange, Hartford, CW8 1QH
tonylizwoode@hotmail.com
Rev Thia Hughes, Curate
The Vicarage, 50 Norley Road, Sandiway, CW8 2JU
thiahughes@hotmail.com
Rev. Lorraine Reed, Curate
1 Douglas Close, Hartford, CW8 1SH
revlvreed@gmail.com
Rev Simon Hamill-Stewart, Assistant Priest
& Christine Hamill-Stewart, Reader
87 Warmingham Lane, Middlewich CW10 0DJ
simchrishs@googlemail.com
Steve Broadfoot, Reader
Ruth Broadfoot, Electoral Roll
22 Angus Grove, Middlewich CW10 9GR
steve.broadfoot@tesco.net

01606 833440

office: 01606 738005
mobile:07981 051776

01606 75030

01606 883286
mobile 07970 734507

01606 781071

01606 737329

01606 738373

Jacqui Briscoe, Reader and Alpha leader
53 Lewin Street, Middlewich CW10 9BG
jacquibriscoe@aol.com

01606 836460

Sylvia Bosomworth, Pastoral Care Worker
98 Sutton Lane, Middlewich, CW10 0BY
sylviabosomworth@btinternet.com

01606 737338

Elaine Reynolds, Pastoral Care Worker
28 Westlands Road, Middlewich, CW10 9HN
e,reynolds315@btinternet.com

01606 832596

Glenys Richardson, Byley
The Gables, Byley Lane, Byley, CW10 9NL
richardsongables@hotmail.co/uk

01606 834343

Anne Nicol, Byley PCC Secretary
The Round House, Byley Lane, Cranage, CW10 9LW
annenicol@btinternet .com

01606 836314

James Bennion, Byley Church Warden
Stublach Dairy Farm, Byley, CW10 9NP
stublach@tiscali.co.uk
Alan and Jean Percival,
Byley Church Warden and treasurer
The Green,Yatehouse Lane, Byley, CW10 9NS
percival.yatehouse@googlemail.com
Christine Hankey, Byley Village Hall
Chestnut Farm, Byley

01606 46263

01606 833808

01606 832938

PAUL HASSALL
CONTRACTORS
(Middlewich)
0800 955 8680
07831 503385
paulhassalluk@aol.com

Electrical, Plumbing, Central Heating, Building & Joinery
All new installations, alterations and repairs –
No job too small
NICEIC Approved for Electrical Work
Gas Safe Registered Engineers for Gas Work
All aspects of building maintenance covered
Bathrooms and Kitchens fitted

HCPC registered
Chiropodist/Podiatrist
Cheshire Lasers Medical Clinic
The Acorns, 85 Wheelock St
01606 841255 / 07748 712399
Middlewich, CW10 9AE
Middlewich Community Centre
(off the Civic Hall Car Park, Middlewich)
Ideal for parties, meetings, weddings etc.
Call for details of activities
(ballet, dog training, karate, cinema screen and more).

For further information phone Reg Jackson
01606 832118

BYLEY VILLAGE HALL
Bookings for family parties,
receptions, meetings and
groups
01606 832938

Peter Forshaw Ltd Funeral Services
An Independent Family Business
24 Hour Personal and Dignified Service
16/18 Leadsmithy Street, Middlewich, CW10 9DF

01606
832457

NICEIC Approved
Agricultural, Industrial,
Domestic
Installations and Repairs
Brooks Lane, Middlewich
Cheshire
01606 833993 or
07976 661061 (mobile)

1a ST MICHAELS WAY, TOWNBRIDGE, MIDDLEWICH
CW10 9DX

IAN & JASON
HAWKIN
Building Work
(extensions etc)

01606 836708
Neil Hopley
Electrical Contractors Ltd

Middlewich Physiotherapy & Sports Injury Clinic Ltd
CHARTERED AND HEALTH PROFESSION COUNCIL
REGISTERED PHYSIOTHERAPIST
“For all your aches and pains” No GP referral required
www.middlewich-physio.co.uk

CATS (Opticians)

Carpentry and Joinery
services

Optometrists and
Contact Lens Centre

01606 834386
01606 837080

No expensive retail
premises, just a workshop
Monumental Masons to the
trade and public
Business Centre
Bridge Lane
Frodsham
WA6 7FZ

01928 724240

Senior Citizens
special package

30-32 Wheelock St
Middlewich

This space could be promoting
your business - call 01606 738005

01606 836582

CHRISTMAS CARD CHARITY BOARD
As in previous years there will be a Christmas Card Charity Board placed at the back of
church. This year we will support the Ministers’ Children in DR Congo, by raising funds for
school uniforms.
We invite you to write one card with your message to fellow members and friends and attach
it to the board and leave a donation in the box provided.
Miriam Sant

MEMORIALS CHESHIRE LTD

There is always
someone alvailable to
pray with you after
services. Equally, if
you would like
someone to come and
pray with you at any
time speak to Sylvia,
Elaine or Sue Ikin.
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