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Lent is the period of 40 days which
comes before Easter in the Christian
calendar.
Beginning
on
Ash
Wednesday, Lent is a season of
reflection and preparation before the
celebrations of Easter. By observing
the 40 days of Lent, Christians
replicate Jesus Christ's sacrifice on the
cross and his withdrawal into the desert
for 40 days. Lent is traditionally
marked by fasting, both from food and
festivities.
Whereas Easter celebrates the
resurrection of Jesus after his death on
the cross, Lent recalls the events
leading up to and including Jesus'
crucifixion by the Roman authorities
in Jerusalem.
Christian churches that observe Lent
in the 21st century (and not all do
significantly) use it as a time for prayer
and penance. Only a small number of
people fast for the whole of Lent,
although some maintain the practice on
Ash Wednesday and Good Friday. It is

more common these days for believers
to surrender a particular vice such as
favourite foods or drink. Whatever the
sacrifice it is a reflection of Jesus'
deprivation in the wilderness and a
mark of own self-discipline.
Lent lasts for 40 days. 40 is a
significant number in Jewish-Christian
scripture:
In Genesis, the flood which
destroyed the earth was brought
about by 40 days and nights of rain.
The Hebrews spent 40 years in the
wilderness before reaching the land
promised to them by God.
Moses fasted for 40 days before
receiving the ten commandments on
Mount Sinai.
Jesus spent 40 days fasting in the
wilderness in preparation for his
ministry.
For Christians Jesus' time in the
wilderness is the key event upon which
Lent is based.

Lent is an old English word meaning
'lengthen', and lent is observed in
spring, when the days begin to get
longer. Purple is the symbolic colour
used in some churches, including our
own, throughout Lent, for drapes and
altar frontals. Purple is associated with
mourning and so anticipates the pain
and suffering of the crucifixion, and
secondly purple is the colour
associated with royalty, and celebrates
Christ's resurrection and sovereignty.
Ash Wednesday is the beginning of
Lent for Western Christian churches.
It's a day of penitence to clean the soul
before the Lent fast. Many churches
hold special services at which
worshippers are marked with ashes as
a symbol of death and sorrow for sin.
The service draws on the ancient
Biblical traditions of covering one's
head with ashes, wearing sackcloth,
and fasting as a sign of repentance and
sorrow.

I was once browsing through a book
and came across this list entitled “Eight
things you never hear in church”;
1. It’s my turn to sit in the front pew.
2. I was so enthralled, I never noticed
your sermon went twenty-five
minutes over time.
3. Personally I find witnessing much
more enjoyable than golf.
4. I volunteer to be a permanent
teacher for the Sunday School.
5. Forget the minimum salary, let’s
pay our minister so he can live like
we do.
6. I love it when we sing hymns I’ve
never heard before.
7. Vicar, we’d like to send you to this
conference in the Bahamas.
8. Nothing
inspires
me
and
strengthens my commitment like
our annual stewardship campaign.
I have been an ordained minister for 18
years now and I can say with certainty
that I have yet to hear any of the above
comments so there may be some truth
in it!
The question we ought to ask is
perhaps, why are such comments alien
to our experience of Christianity? I
wonder if it has something to do with
our mind set. Consider for a moment
the parable of “The Prodigal Son”,
which would be better entitled “The
Loving Father”, in Luke 15.
In this story the wayward son finds
himself destitute and feeding pigs. He

soon realises what a fool he is. At home
even the lowest of his Father’s servants
is better of than he is and so he decides
to return home. But because of his
disobedience and recklessness he
prepares a speech in which he will say
sorry and ask his Father to make him
the lowest servant of the house.
When he eventually returns home his
Father runs down the road and hugs
him. The son only manages to deliver
the first line of his speech before his
Father cries “Forget all that, let’s party
… its great to have you home” (v22-24
my paraphrase!)
We rightly identify ourselves with the
Prodigal Son and the Loving Father as
representing God, but I think we fail to
understand the significance of the party!
At this moment in the story the son has
three options;
i)

ii)

iii)

He could say, thanks Dad but
actually I’ve worked hard on
this speech, so let me finish and
then just make me one of your
servants – its what I want, and
it will make me feel better.
Or he might play along, enjoy
the party, and then return once
more to the pigsty from
whence he came – safe in the
knowledge that Dad’s there to
bail him out.
He could, however, accept his
Father’s love, irrational and
extravagant as it may seem,
and take his place as a son
within that family once more.

CONFIRMATION:
Once again we have the joy of
holding a confirmation service here
at St Michael’s Church. Seven
members of our church family will
be confirmed by Bishop Libby Lane
(Bishop of Stockport).
Please do come along and support
the candidates on that occasion if
you are able to. If not then remember

I’m sure we would all agree that iii) is
the correct, biblical, response but I
wonder if in reality some of us actually
opt for i) or ii). We want the safety of
being in control of our faith or perhaps
we want the convenience of knowing
that God will bail us out when things
get bad. This is why we don’t
experience the positive, joyful faith
hinted at by the “list” at the beginning.
The focus of this story is in fact the love
of the Father; irrational, extravagant
and forgiving. When we turn to God
and say sorry he doesn’t criticise or
punish us, instead he says “Great, let’s
party”. As the writer Rob Parsons put
it; “Nothing you can do can make God
love you any less, and nothing you can
do can make God love you any more”.
God loves you so come and join the
party!
Yours in Christ

Sunday 12 March, 6.30pm

them in your prayers. The candidates
are; Peter Linsdell, Mary Linsdell,
Barbara Rice, Annette Coe, Shannon
Coe, Lucy Wilkinson and Amy
Thorley.
This will be the first time that Bishop
Libby has come to lead a service
here in Middlewich.

The Big Church Day Out Comes to the Diocese of Chester
2nd-3rd June Capesthorne Hall, Cheshire
The Big Church Day Out draws
together tens of thousands of
Christians from all over the UK and
Europe to worship and celebrate all
that is good. It’s a one-of-a-kind
expression of church unity that’s as
vibrant and varied as its wonderful
guests.
Whatever
your
age,
denomination or musical taste, you are
welcome to join us for two days of
discovery and enjoyment you’ll never
forget. Chester Diocese churches will
be camping together in a specifically
allocated ‘Diocese space’.

Church Bazaar, kids activities, cafes
and bars and camping. If booked
through the Diocesan website the
ticket price is £25 for a two day adult
ticket. (child £19). This does not
include the cost of a camping pitch,
these are an extra cost, see website
for details.

Diocese Mission Coordinator, on
01928 718834 ext. 263. If you do book
to attend, remember to let Beth or
Simon in the parish office know and
we will compile a list to circulate to
attendees before the event.

For
further
details
visit:
and
www.chester.anglican.org
click on the ‘Big Church Day
Out’ link. Otherwise if you
have any questions please
contact Anne Cody, Chester

The Big Church Day
Out is like one huge
playground, bursting
with activities and fun
for all ages. From the
Big Church Kids tent
and fun-filled fête to the
relaxing Tea Tent
nestled in the beautiful
gardens, you’re sure to
find your favourite spot
and make memories
that will last a lifetime.
The Big Church Day
Out is a chance to
discover world-class
music, mouth-watering
food, relaxing cafes,
family activities, and
dancing crowds. There
are 5 music stages, late
night events, the Big

Lent Course 2017: Abraham – Friend of God
This year’s series of Lent talks will be on the theme of Abraham, the Old Testament man
who became known as God’s friend. Abraham’s story was a key text for many New
Testament writers as they reflected on faith and discipleship. Each week we will look at
two/three chapters of the original story (found in Genesis) and then see how that part of
his story was carried forward into the writing of the New Testament.
Sessions are on Tuesday evenings, 7:30-9:00pm in No28 Hightown (CW10 9AN).
There will be four sessions on 7th, 14th, 21st and 28th March. All are welcome! If you do
come, bringing a bible with you would be useful.

RESTORATION
PROJECT

Restoration Project Phase 1
Building work will start in mid March,
and will continue for about 6 months.
The north aisle is being re roofed,
decayed masonry is being restored
and two Victorian pinnacles are being
replaced. Part of the perimeter wall
near the south door is also being
rebuilt and some work is being carried
out to the west window.
The Heritage Trail inside the church
and the digital archive of documents
and photographs relating to the
heritage of the church will also be
created and will be accessible to the
public from August onwards.
A further small grant from the
Heritage Lottery Fund will pay for a
report on the Venables Screens which
are part of Phase 2.
The Church will remain open for the
whole period, and although there will
be some temporary internal structures,
it is expected that we will be able to
work round them and that church
activities will continue as normal.
Michael Reed, 20 February 2017

Future events

Friday, 3 March
Women’s World Day of Prayer, to be
held this year at the Middlewich
Methodist Church, Booth Lane, at
1.30pm.
Tuesday, 14 March
Our visiting speaker is Canon Chris
Humphreys, the vicar of St Mary’s,
Whitegate and St Peter’s, Little
Budworth, and known to all members
as the Mothers’ Union Chaplain. His
topic is entitled “Singing all the way –
My Life in Faith and Music.” We are
hoping that our prayer partners from
Kingsley will be able to join us for this
meeting.
Thursday, 23 March
A Hot Cross Bun Coffee Morning, to
be held in No.28 at 10.30am following

Auction of Promises
Please support our Auction of Promises to be held on Saturday 18 March at
7.00pm in Church.
Please think about what you could donate or offer to do, that could be auctioned
off, for example:▪ Day tickets to Chester Zoo, or other local attractions
▪ Take 2/3 people to a garden centre for afternoon tea
▪ Tour into Wales or Peak District, include a walk?
▪ An introduction into family history, photography or astronomy etc.
▪ An afternoon trip on a narrow boat
▪ Ironing, gardening, providing a hanging basket, cake making.
WHAT CAN YOU OFFER?
Or maybe donate a new item? TV, radio, gardening or DIY equipment
How about a gift voucher for Amazon, B&Q, Tesco, W.H. Smith, Sainsbury’s?
The ideas are endless.
If you have an idea, speak to Elaine or Graham
Please fill in a pledge card & give to our wardens Elaine, Graham or Keith

the
9.30am
mid-week
Holy
Sunday
Communion. Tickets at £1 each are
available from Miriam. If you wish to Intercessions
donate items for the raffle or table top
sale, please contact a committee Banner
member.
Escorts
Wednesday, 29 March
The MU Deanery Festival will be held
at St Helen’s, Witton at 7.30pm. A Offertory
transport list will be available at the
March meeting.
Tuesday, 11 April
An afternoon of music and fellowship.
The SMAART Handbell Ringers will
Sunday
be presenting “Making Music with
Intercessions
Handbells”.
Banner
Wednesday, 26 April
The Diocesan Festival at Chester Escorts
Cathedral. There will be more details
next month.
Offertory
Jo Hulse

Rota - MARCH
Susan Hawkes
Thelma Ashley
Pauline Davies
Christine Cooper
Pam Jackson
Janet Chisholm

Rota - APRIL
Bridget Anton
Jo Hulse
Janet Chisholm
Pauline Ashley
Cynthia Sant
Lynn Astles

BYLEY
Byley March

5th

12th

19th

26th

Morning Praise
Readers
Sidesman
Communion
Readers
Sidesman
Morning Praise
Readers
Sidesman
Communion
Readers

Duncan Goodwin
Celia Wilkinson
Vera Farrow
James Bennion
Steven Broadfoot
Glenys Richardson
James Bennion
Nigel Martin
Jacqui Briscoe
Organist
Anita Halman
Eleanor Winnett
Julie Hassall
Jean Percival
Frank Walton
Glenys Richardson

PCC Annual Meeting
This will be on Monday 10th April with the presentation of Accounts at
7.15pm for PCC Members followed, at 7.30pm, by the Annual Parochial
Meeting to which all parishioners are invited. A normal PCC Meeting
will then follow.

Readers

ROSE FETE 2017
This year the Rose Fete will be on Saturday 10th June

2 Apr, Christine Hankey & Anne Nichol
9 Apr, Alan Boyle & Celia Wilkinson

To get things underway
we
invite
parents,
guardians and carers for
‘A Coffee and A Chat’
on Friday 3rd March at
7.30pm in the meeting
room at the Village Hall.
If you can’t make this
meeting then please email
your child’s name and date
of birth to Celia, it is
helpful to us to have some idea of all the children wanting parts in the
procession.

Sidesman

For those who like to prepare well in advance the
readers are

Cleaning Rota
March 5th - 12th
March 19th - 26th

J Percival
R Bennion

We would also like to meet parents of any children who wish to be in the
Rose Fete Procession for the first time this year, including the Tiny Tots
Section.
Selection of Rose Queen and Retinue will be on Sunday 12th March
at 2.30pm in the Village Hall. It is essential that all children wanting to
take part in the Rose Fete attend this meeting.

Byley Rose Queen 2016, Daisy Such

For more information contact Celia on 01606 841233 or Christine on
01606 832938. Celia’s email address is celiawilkinson@btconnect.com I felt very proud to be The Rose Queen for Byley.
I love where I live, the church is special as my
mum and dad married there and also it brings back
Can you help?
The Rose Fete Committee is looking for helpers on the day, the more we lovely memories of when I went to primary school
have the more activities we can put on. If you are able to offer your just nearby. I have made lots of new friends as
Rose Queen. I enjoyed wearing my dress. I vowed
services please ring Jean on 01606 833808.
I would do a charity event as Rose Queen and this
March me and my mum are giving up chocolate
to raise money for The British Heart Foundation."

SHROVE TUESDAY
SUPPER
(And QUIZ)

PROMISES
AUCTION

CEILIDH

Tuesday 28 Feb 6.30pm in No.28.

Saturday 18 Mar, 7.00pm

Saturday 22 April, 7.30pm

HotPot / Pancakes / Quiz

With our very own guy with the
gavel, Robert Reed.

Adults £10
Children 11+ £5

Proceeds to the Restoration Fund

Food and Bar

What can you offer?

Proceeds to the Restoration Fund

Adults £5, Children £3
In aid of Save The Family

Family Time Testimonial
A new feature for The Messenger focusing on individuals, couples and families within the church family of St Michael’s.
Each month we will bring you a new testimonial, perhaps from a familiar face that you can’t quite put a name to, helping
you to get to know each other better. If you see Sally approaching and you wonder why, it could be you next!

I then went to university and completed a degree in nursery
nursing and moved to York a couple of years after that. The
move to York is how I met my husband. Paul, an accounts
manager for North West Fuels didn’t particularly have a faith
before meeting me, but while dating you could see a faith
was flourishing in him. While in York I became rather home
sick, therefore it was decided we’d move back to Cheshire.
Paul and I were engaged when we moved back over to
Cheshire, we still enjoyed attending the all age’s service at
St Michael and All Angels and wanted to make our wedding
vows at the church where our faith was developed.

The Hunter-Mahon household consists of myself
“Mummy Wendy,” my husband “Daddy Paul,” and our two
beautiful daughters Khya who is two and our soon to be a
big one year old, Anya.
I can remember from an early age I attended St. Michael and
All Angels church but seemed to drift away until I was
brought back by my sister in my mid-teens. My faith seemed
to blossom from going on residential trips with the youth
group at that time.

When the girls came along we knew we wanted them to
know about Jesus and what he has done for them. At such a
young age Khya already loves her children’s bible stories
and will do her “ARRRRRMEN” and stamp her foot at the
end of her prayers. She has even requested to one of her
Godmothers that she could pray with her.
Both the girls have been christened at St. Michael and All
Angels, making more special memories and life events being
carried out there.
Paul and I are excited to see how our daughters faiths will
grow and develop.

SERVICE PLAN - MAR

MIDDLEWICH & BYLEY
CHURCH STAFF

5 12 19 26
Middlewich
C
8.00am
9.15am
C
C
C
C
10.00am
11.00am AA MP C MES
2.00pm BV B
B
4.00pm
6.30pm
CON 28

Byley
11.00am MP

C

MP

C

AA=All Age, AAC=All Age Communion,
B=Baptism, BV=Bereavement Service,
C=Communion, CON=Confirmation,
E=Evensong, MES=Messy Church,
MP=Morning Praise, P=Prayer,
PP=Pentecost Praise, PS=Plough Sunday,
X=No Service, ROG=Rogation, 28=No.28

PARISH REGISTERS
2017
Baptisms
22-Jan

HALLIE ERIN WRIGHT

Adult Baptism
26-Feb

LUCY WILKINSON

Church Funerals

Rev Simon Drew, Rector– Middlewich and Byley
simon.drew@middlewichparishchurch.org.uk

01606 833440

Jeremy Coles, Director of Music & Family Work
jeremy.coles@middlewichparishchurch.org.uk

Office: 01606 738005
mobile:07981 051776

Rev Liz Woode, Curate & Tony Woode, Reader
tonylizwoode@hotmail.com
Rev Thia Hughes, Curate
thiahughes@hotmail.com
Rev. Lorraine Reed, Curate
revlvreed@gmail.com

01606 75030

01606 883286
mobile 07970 734507
01606 781071

Rev Simon Hamill-Stewart, Assistant Priest
& Christine Hamill-Stewart, Reader
simchrishs@googlemail.com

01606 737329

Steve Broadfoot, Reader
Ruth Broadfoot, Electoral Roll
steve.broadfoot@tesco.net

01606 738373

Jacqui Briscoe, Reader
jacquibriscoe1@gmail.com

01606 836460

Duncan Goodwin, Reader
duncan.goodwin@btinternet.com

01606 836377

Anne Latham, Reader
a.latham28@btinternet.com

01606 737617

Sylvia Bosomworth, Pastoral Care Worker
sylviabosomworth@btinternet.com

01606 737338

Sue Ikin, Pastoral Care Worker

01606 738005

Elaine Reynolds, Church Warden, Pastoral Care Worker
e.reynolds315@btinternet.com

01606 832596

Graham Ikin, Church Warden

01606 738005

24-Jan

Graham HAMILTON
Holmes Chapel Road

Keith Yearley, Churchwarden
keith.yearley@hotmail.co.uk

01606 835785

31-Jan

Jeanette ALLEN
Daneside Court Nursing Home

Neil Clewes, Treasurer
neilclewes@live.co.uk

01606 619721

01-Feb

Joan HALL
Long Lane South

Christine Malkin, PCC Secretary
christinemalkin@uwclub.net

01606 833023

03-Feb

Velda Joyce WILLIAMSON
Willowmere

Glenys Richardson, Byley
richardsongables@hotmail.co.uk

01606 834343

Anne Nicol, Byley PCC Secretary
annenicol@btinternet .com

01606 836314

17-Feb

28-Feb

Lilian Annie WRENCH
(Nancy)
Cross Lane
Sheila HOUGH
Croxton Lane

Crematorium only Funerals
03-Feb

Derek BUCKLEY
Pippins Close

14-Feb

Nancy KANE
Laxton Way

James Bennion, Byley Church Warden
stublach@tiscali.co.uk

01606 46263

Alan and Jean Percival,
Byley Church Warden and treasurer
percival.yatehouse@googlemail.com

01606 833808

Christine Hankey, Byley Village Hall

01606 832938

PAUL HASSALL
CONTRACTORS
(Middlewich)
0800 955 8680
07831 503385
paulhassalluk@aol.com

Electrical, Plumbing, Central Heating, Building & Joinery
All new installations, alterations and repairs –
No job too small
NICEIC Approved for Electrical Work
Gas Safe Registered Engineers for Gas Work
All aspects of building maintenance covered
Bathrooms and Kitchens fitted

HCPC registered
Chiropodist/Podiatrist
Cheshire Lasers Medical Clinic
The Acorns, 85 Wheelock St
01606 841255 / 07748 712399
Middlewich, CW10 9AE
Middlewich Community Centre
(off the Civic Hall Car Park, Middlewich)
Ideal for parties, meetings, weddings etc.
Call for details of activities
(ballet, dog training, karate, cinema screen and more).

For further information phone Reg Jackson
01606 832118

This space could be
promoting your business
- call 01606 738005

Peter Forshaw Ltd Funeral Services
An Independent Family Business
24 Hour Personal and Dignified Service
16/18 Leadsmithy Street, Middlewich, CW10 9DF

01606 836708

NICEIC Approved

Brooks Lane, Middlewich
Cheshire

1a ST MICHAELS WAY, TOWNBRIDGE, MIDDLEWICH
CW10 9DX

IAN & JASON
HAWKIN
Building Work
(extensions etc)
Carpentry and Joinery
services

Neil Hopley
Electrical Contractors Ltd
Agricultural, Industrial,
Domestic
Installations and Repairs

01606
832457

Middlewich Physiotherapy & Sports Injury Clinic Ltd
CHARTERED AND HEALTH PROFESSION COUNCIL
REGISTERED PHYSIOTHERAPIST
“For all your aches and pains” No GP referral required
www.middlewich-physio.co.uk

OPTOMETRIST & CONTACT LENS CENTRE

We are a family-run independent
opticians in Middlewich, passionate
about providing the best in eye
health care. We offer quality stylish
frames to suit your budget.

01606 834386
01606 837080

This space could be
promoting your business
- call 01606 738005

weddings
portraits
commercial

0784 0784 956

01606 833993 or
07976 661061 (mobile)

www.followthehatphotography.uk

There is always
someone
alvailable to pray
with you after
services. Equally,
if you would like
someone to come
and pray with you
at any time speak
to Sylvia, Elaine
or Sue Ikin.

St Michael’s Church Office
28 Hightown, Middlewich, CW10 9AN

01606 738005
Office hours: 10am-2pm Monday-Friday
Office Manager: Beth Deakin
Email: admin@middlewichparishchurch.org.uk
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