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Diocesan Lay Conference
2017
The theme of the Conference was
“Mission ImPossible”. Almost every
presentation started, self-consciously,
with the opening titles & music from
the Mission Impossible TV series, but
once would have been enough.
If missionaries march on their
stomachs, we should have been well
equipped by the massive supplies of
food and drink during the weekend,
starting with a drinks reception as we
arrived, followed by Dinner.
After the official welcome, the first
session was “Any Questions”, fielded
by our three bishops & other high-ups.
This would really have been better
towards the end of the Conference, so
that the questions were relevant to the
subjects we had discussed. As it was,
no one was really sure where it was
leading. This was followed by a
“Worship Session”. After the first few
minutes, I was beginning to wonder
why I had let myself be talked into this.
Modern worship songs have their
place, but are not really to my taste.
Even some enthusiasts observed that
something more restful is required at
9 o’clock at night. However, there was
a networking session afterwards (in the
bar).
At 7 O’clock each morning, there was
a worship session in a different style
but, not being an early riser, I cannot
comment on those.
All three speakers at the main morning
session of Saturday were excellent.

St Michael’s church members and friends at the conference

The Evangelical Alliance, C of E, and
HOPE commissioned a survey of
attitudes to Christianity, which has
revealed that Christianity is far from
dead, and that many people are
receptive to the Gospel.

I was saddened by the prevalence of a
“them-and-us” attitude among many
of the delegates in my group. There
seems to be a persistent fear that “we”
cannot do anything unless “they” tell
us what to do.

The results of the survey can be
downloaded from:
http://www.talkingjesus.org/research/t
alking-jesus-booklet.cfm

The Church preaches the priesthood of
all believers, but many believers still
have not got the message. The best
thing the diocese could do is to help
change that attitude among the people,
and some clergy, so as to set people
free to minister. The words of Christ
in John’s Gospel: “…you shall know
the truth, and the truth shall make you
free.” apply on many levels.

Unfortunately, the presentation slides
were reproductions of the charts in the
booklet and were, consequently,
illegible to anyone not in the front row.
This session was followed by group
discussions on the topics covered,
including such questions as “What
Mission can we do in our church?” and
“How can the Diocese help with this?”

continued on page 3

A man who was on a foreign holiday
went into a restaurant and said to the
waitress, ‘A steak, a salad and a kind
word if you please.’ The waitress went
away and a short while later returned
with a steak and a side salad.
‘What about the kind word?’ he asked.
She bent over and whispered in his ear,
‘Don’t eat the steak!’
The summer holiday season is here.
Katy and I have just returned from a
wonderful week’s holiday in Menorca.
The sun shone, the sea was blue, it was
hot and we had a great time. We
enjoyed many meals in our hotel
restaurant overlooking the marina, but
I never had the courage to ask the
waitress for a ‘kind word’.
Then the holiday was over and we had
to fly back to England. We landed at
Manchester Airport – the sky was grey,
it was beginning to rain and it was cold

– welcome home! It is amazing the
difference which the weather, and the
seasons, make to the way we feel. We
certainly felt it on that day! There is a
recognised condition known as
‘seasonal affective disorder’ – SAD for
short. Those who suffer from it react to
the lack of sunlight and warmth in the
winter months and their experience of
life literally becomes sad.
Whilst we were in Menorca we
discovered a locally produced wine
‘Binifadet’ made from grapes grown on
the island – delicious! Jesus related the
Christian life to a vine in John 15. His
point was that to live and bear fruit a
branch needs to remain attached to the
vine. Similarly if a Christian is to live
and bear fruit they need to remain
attached to Jesus, the Son of God. If we
do not then we will wither and die.
So here’s a kind word for you. I hope
that you will all be able to get a good
dose of sun this summer, and your
experience of life will be all the better
for it. I also hope you that will continue
to get a good dose of the Son. If we do

not immerse our lives in Jesus Christ
then our lives will indeed be sad,
deficient of the love and joy that he
brings. We will wither and die
spiritually. So get some Son and stay
connected this summer!
I have told you this so that my joy may
be in you and that your joy may be
complete. (John 15:11)
Yours in Christ

The Space Between –
A Concert by Gareth Davies-Jones, Yvonne and David Lyon
Join us for an evening of highly accomplished acoustic music, stories
and reflections with a trio of critically acclaimed professional singersongwriters. Gareth, Yvonne and David will be performing songs from
their new collaborative album The Space Between which has been
inspired by the famous words of Jesus as laid out in The Sermon on
the Mount.
The Concert is on Saturday 7th October 2017 at 7:30pm in St.
Michael and All Angels Church, Middlewich. Tickets are priced at
£10 each, including refreshments, with proceeds going to the
Restoration Fund. Tickets will be available from July from Neil
Clewes, Graham Ikin and Beth Deakin (in the Church Office).
Gareth, Yvonne and David sang a selection of songs from The Space
Between album at Church@28 in April. Please check out the videos
on youtube (search for Yvonne Lyon Church@28).
For further information, call Neil and Josie Clewes on 01606 619721.
We hope you will join us for what will be a very enjoyable and
inspiring evening!

Are you currently acting up? Do you play
up? Are you a drama queen? Do you sing
in the bath? Do you know the piano’s on my
foot? Are you often on the fiddle?
If you can answer YES to any of these, or
similar questions, Josie Clewes would like to
hear from you. You will be perfect for a slot
in the Smaaabyley Variety Show at Byley
Village Hall on Saturday 11 November.
It is not a talent competition so talent is not
necessary. Anyone with a willingness to
participate will be warmly welcomed and if
you have talent too, that’s a bonus.
Don’t stand on your laurels, be hardy.
See Josie soon.

Diocesan Lay Conference 2017 / continued from page 1
Unfortunately, this thought did not
come out in the subsequent feedback
session, because our group feedback
was high-jacked by a well-meaning
young man who wanted to plug a
project which he was involved with.
Feedback was followed by more food,
with dessert served at a session of Café
Church style worship. The stated
objective was “Café Church is a place
where everyone is welcome, including
families with young children, and nonChristians, and it reinforces a sense of
community.” Unfortunately, they were
so busy reinforcing the sense of
community that they forgot about the
Gospel. There was supposed to be a
table discussion and a feedback session
but it was so chaotic, that I cannot
remember what conclusion we reached
– if any.
(Paul tells us that babies need milk but
that, as we grow, we need stronger
food. It seems to me that some modern
forms of worship have forgotten this.
They concentrate on “doing Church” in
a non-confrontational way, but forget
why we are doing it.)
By Sunday, I had found a) a lounge
fullof leather armchairs and b) a
bookshop. Consequently, Sunday
morning passed me by. I had found an
excellent book, which is the best
treatment I have read about the
relationship between science and

religion; they do not conflict; they are
intertwined, and both carry part of
God’s revelation. It was written by a
physics teacher, with his sixth form in
mind and I thoroughly recommend it.
“Let there be Science” Hutchings D &
McLeish T: Lion Hudson: ISBN 978 0
7459 6863 6
The conference closed with a Eucharist
service on Sunday afternoon, led by
Bishop Libby. This was a beautiful
service, with a thought-provoking
message from Libby. For me, it was
slightly marred by the prayer leader
urging the congregation to applaud
each of the prayers of intercession
instead of saying “Amen.”
Reflections:
●
I should say that I am not
against modern worship songs
per se. However, for a song to
project its message, it must
have some musical, literary or
theological merit – preferably
all three. I cannot bring myself
to sing the inane words and
tuneless music of some of
these songs.
●

I also feel that constant up-beat
worship misses the point. If
people are in the street,
watching the Queen pass by,
they cheer and wave but, if
they meet her, they put on their
best clothes, bow, and say

“Your Majesty”. An Audience
is relaxed, but controlled. Paul
tells us that, because of what
Christ has done, we can come
confidently and stand before
God. Unfortunately, many
people are too busy waving
flags in the street outside.
●

We, at St Michaels should be
proud of what we are doing.
Members are not afraid to use
their gifts, and Simon is gracious enough to set them free.
The boundaries between Clergy and Laity are becoming
blurred, as they rightly should,
without any loss of respect on
either side, and many diverse
things are happening as a result.

●

I cannot list all of the things –
in fact I am probably not
aware of all of them – but I
must mention “Church@28”.
This is streets ahead of any of
the things I saw this weekend,
in its structure and its clear
presentation of the Christian
message. It is a jewel, which
we must treasure.
Steve Broadfoot

“Let there be Science”: Dave
Hutchings & Tom McLeish

books, with the two being constantly at
loggerheads.

Equally, many Christian ideas are
based on reason and deduction.

Too
often,
science
is
presented
as
modern, pure
and
logical,
based firmly on
fact, whereas
Christianity is
presented
as
o u t d a t e d
superstition;
scientists follow
where the evidence leads, while “faithheads” place bigoted reliance on old

Dave Hutchings, who is a science
teacher, and Christian youth leader and
Tom McLeish, who is Professor of
Physics and lay Reader, present a
different view.

They discuss they discuss how many
famous scientists have been devout
Christians and that. Sometimes, their
faith has led them to scientific
discoveries.

In this book, they show that scientific
investigation is as old as civilisation,
and relate it to God’s instruction to
“seek out wisdom” (Proverbs Ch 8).
They show that many scientific
discoveries have been made because
men believed in a truth which they
could not – at the time – prove (Faith).

Far from being opposed, Science and
Faith are closely
intertwined.
Ultimately,
this
book portrays a God
who loves Science,
and a Science that
needs God.

Visit the church website to see these pictures,
and lots more of the FAB weekend.

www.middlewichparishchurch.org.uk
Pictures by Alastair Griffiths
FollowTheHatPHOTOGRAPHY

You’ve got to be joking
Sunday after church, a Mum asked her
very young daughter what the lesson
was about. The daughter answered,
"Don't be scared, you'll get your quilt."
Needless to say, the Mum was
perplexed. Later in the day, the vicar
stopped by for tea so Mum asked him
what that morning's Sunday school
lesson was about.
He said "Be not afraid, thy comforter
is coming."
*****
The preacher's 5 year-old daughter
noticed that her father always
paused and bowed his head for a

moment
sermon.

before

starting

his

One day, she asked him why.
"Well, Honey," he began, proud
that his daughter was so observant
of his messages. "I'm asking the
Lord to help me preach a good
sermon." "How come He doesn't
answer it?" she asked.
*****
A Sunday school teacher was
telling her class the story of the
Good Samaritan. She asked the

class, "If you saw a person lying
on the roadside, all wounded
and bleeding, what would you do?"

A thoughtful little girl broke the
hushed silence, "I think I'd throw
up.."
*****
Jim goes to the church and listens to
the preacher. After a while, the
preacher asks anyone with needs to be
prayed over to come forward. Jim goes
up and the preacher asks, “Jim, what do
you want me to pray about for you?”
“Preacher,” says Jim, “I need you to
pray for my hearing.”
The preacher puts one finger in Jim’s
ear and he places the other hand on top
of Jim’s head and prays and prays and
prays. After a few minutes, the
preacher removes his hands and stands
back.
“Jim, how is your hearing now?”
“I don’t know, Reverend,” says Jim.
“My hearing’s not until next
Wednesday.”
*****
My wife and I walked past a swanky
new restaurant last night.
"Did you smell that food?" she asked.
"Incredible!"
Being the considerate person I am, I
thought, "What the heck, I'll treat her!"
So we walked past it again.

A mother was preparing pancakes for
her sons, Kevin 5, and Ryan 3. The
boys began to argue over who would
get the first pancake. Their mother saw
the opportunity for a moral lesson.
"If Jesus were sitting here, He would
say, 'Let my brother have the first
pancake, I can wait.'
Kevin turned to his younger brother
and said, "Ryan, you be Jesus!"
*****
A wife invited some people to dinner.
At the table, she turned to their six-yearold daughter and said, "Would you like
to say the blessing?"
"I wouldn't know what to say," the girl
replied.
"Just say what you hear Mummy say,"
the wife answered.
The daughter bowed her head and said,
"Lord, why on earth did I invite all these
people to dinner?"
*****
All contributions written by the internet.

*****

when she told us about the Simnel
cake and brought one to enjoy at the
meeting. On this occasion her talk is
called “Spirituality of Teapots”.
Future events
Jo Hulse
Tuesday, 11 July
Holy Communion will be held in
church at 2.00pm, then followed by a
Strawberry Tea in No.28. If you are
able to help to prepare the refreshments
before the service, please let me know.
August
There is no branch meeting in August.
Tuesday, 12 September
Our visiting speaker is Penny Allen.
You may remember Penny’s last visit

Sunday Rota - JULY

AUGUST

SEPTEMBER

Intercessions Jo Hulse

Bridget Anton

Jo Hulse

Banner

Chris Overton

Jo Hulse

Chris Overton

Escorts

Pauline Davies
Pauline Ashley

Pat List
Wendy Bourne

Angela Tempest
Edna Rose

Offertory

Edna Rose
Miriam Sant

Cynthia Sant
Lynn Astles

Pauline Davies
Pat List

BYLEY
Byley July
2nd

9th

16th

PCC Meeting - Monday 11th September at 7.30pm in the Village Hall
Rose Fete Day 9am - Rain. It eventually stopped and we were able
to hold the procession and have a full afternoon of entertainment before
it started again at 4pm. The children looked splendid and must be
congratulated on their performance at the crowning ceremony. We wish
Lucy and her Attendants an enjoyable summer as they visit fetes
throughout the area, let us hope they have fine weather. The PCC wish
to thank everyone who helped in any way to contribute to an enjoyable
day, without your continued support we could not hold our Fete.

23rd

30th

NO SERVICE
Rector Sunday at
Middlewich
Communion
Lorraine Reed
Preacher
Steve Broadfoot
Readers
James Bennion
Alan Boyle
Sidesman
James Bennion
Morning Praise Tony Woode
Preaching
Liz Woode
Readers
Glenys Richardson
Jean Percival
Sidesman
Nigel Martin
Communion
Thia Hughes
Preaching
Jacqui Briscoe
Readers
Anne Nichol
Organist
Sidesman
Eleanor Winnett
Morning Praise Anne Latham
Preaching
Lorraine Reed
Readers
John Whiteside
James Bennion
Sidesman
Glenys Richardson

Readers
For those who like to prepare well in advance the
readers are
6 August, Frank Walton & Organist
13 August, Anita Halman & Vera Farrow
20 August, Jean Percival & Glenys Richardson
27 August, Celia Wilkinson & Alan Boyle
3 September, Organist & James Bennion
10 September, Vera Farrow & Jean Percival
Flower Rota
9 July - 16 July
23 July - 30 July
6 August - 13 August
20 August - 27 August
3 September - 10 Sept

C Hankey
C Wilkinson
E Winnett
Mrs Josland
The Bickerton Ladies

Cleaning Rota
9 July - 16 July
23 July - 30 July
6 August - 13 August
20 August - 27 August
3 September - 10 Sept

J Percival
R Bennion
J Wildman
A Nichol
G Richardson

Visit the church website to see
these pictures, and lots more
www.middlewichparishchurch.org.uk
Pictures by Alastair Griffiths,
FollowTheHatPHOTOGRAPHY

Moussac-sur-Gartempe à Middlewich
Those of you with good memories will
remember that last year I put an article
in the magazine about attending a Free
Church of England church in France.
This had been set up at Moussac-surGartempe, about 30 minutes away
from our house, by the Rev.
Robert Leone. I was pleased to be
able to offer the vicar and his wife
hospitality on their visit to this
area, which coincided with my
return. Some of you will have
been able to meet Robert and
Sarah at the communion service
in Middlewich on the 11th June.
They really enjoyed their time
there
and
were
very
complimentary about the way
they were welcomed. They had
quite a chat with Thia about the

Anglican church in France and in
particular Normandy, where Thia and
John have a house. Robert and Sarah
joined the Mothers' Union for their trip
to Norton Priory, which they really

enjoyed, and we are having discussions
about the possibility of setting up a
Mothers' Union branch there but we
will have to do some research about
that.
It has been really good for me to
be able to attend Anglican
services nearby as the Poitou
Charentes chaplaincy that I go to
from time to time tends to involve
quite a lot of travelling. I did meet
the new chaplain Rev. Adam
Boulter at a service at the end of
April and I am hoping to get to
another service in July. I shall
keep you posted!
A bientôt
Susan Hawkes

Getting to know you…
computer systems and stuff for the
military. After a redundancy, I set up
one or two businesses, aided by my
interest in business and commerce.
After some fairly poor attempts
(including an employment agency –
awful), I moved into running an
engineering design software company
and eventually sold to my largest
competitor many years later, where I
now work as a sales manager.

Hi all, I am Carl Birkenhead, the tallest
member of St Michaels! Married with
two wonderful children, I herald from
Cheadle Hulme, near Stockport where
I lived for 31 years. From a young age
I’ve had a keen interest in electronics
and music, making electronic gadgets
or some sound machine for my music.
Only being a very average guitar
player, I was a singer in several bands
when at school and whilst in one I sang
on national TV when I was 15. Great
fun!
After deciding my attempts at
becoming the North West’s latest pop
star were failing, I studied to become
an Electronics Engineer and worked
for a number of years on advanced

When I was 14 I had a Christian friend
who introduced me to Christ
(shamefully, we were both bunking off
school that day - well it was a lovely
summer’s day!) I then started attending
a Christian youth group called
Covenanters for many years which was
a great help in my faith journey.
At school I think I was one of those
really annoying over-zealous Christian
types with ‘Jesus loves you’ stickers
all over my school bag, etc. I used to
get involved in some very deep
conversations in 6th form! My heart
was in the right place, but I used to
speak far more out of passion than out
of theological knowledge. I’ve calmed
down a bit now.

I stopped attending church after I left
school due to just life getting in the
way, until I arrived in Middlewich.
When we were arranging for our son,
Max to be baptised, Ian Bishop, the
then vicar, really enthused me and
helped me unearth my buried faith. The
Alpha course was a great reintroduction to Christianity and I’ve
felt home at St Michael’s ever since.
I currently serve on the PCC and the
Communications team, the latter of
which I think is so relevant nowadays
due to the changing nature of how
people interact socially.
I never did become a pop star.
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AA=All Age, AAC=All Age Communion,
APC=Annual Parochial Church Meeting,
B=Baptism, BV=Bereavement Service,
C=Communion, CON=Confirmation,
E=Evensong, MES=Messy Church,
MP=Morning Praise, P=Prayer,
PP=Pentecost Praise, PS=Plough Sunday,
X=No Service, ROG=Rogation, S=Special,
28=No.28

PARISH REGISTERS
2017
Baptisms
11-Jun

Martha Eve BEAVIS

11-Jun

Matthew Thomas LESTER

Church Funerals
14-Jun
22-Jun

Doris SANDBACH
St Anne’s Road
Mary Nell JONES
Goostrey

Byley Funerals
26 June

2nd

MIDDLEWICH & BYLEY
CHURCH STAFF

William Hefin ROBERTS
Moulton

On
July 2017, it will be six years since
Simon was inducted as Rector of
Middlewich & Byley. This year, rather
than a joint service, we will have our
normal services but these will be followed
by a ‘bring & share’ lunch at Middlewich
after the 11am All Age Service,
approximately 12:30pm. Please do come
along and join us for a time of fellowship
and celebration.

Rev Simon Drew, Rector– Middlewich and Byley
simon.drew@middlewichparishchurch.org.uk

01606 833440

Jeremy Coles, Director of Music & Family Work
jeremy.coles@middlewichparishchurch.org.uk

Office: 01606 738005
mobile:07981 051776

Rev Liz Woode, Curate & Tony Woode, Reader
tonylizwoode@hotmail.com
Rev Thia Hughes, Curate
thiahughes@hotmail.com
Rev. Lorraine Reed, Curate
revlvreed@gmail.com

01606 75030

01606 883286
mobile 07970 734507
01606 781071

Rev Simon Hamill-Stewart, Assistant Priest
& Christine Hamill-Stewart, Reader
simchrishs@googlemail.com

01606 737329

Steve Broadfoot, Reader
Ruth Broadfoot, Electoral Roll
steve.broadfoot@tesco.net

01606 738373

Jacqui Briscoe, Reader
jacquibriscoe1@gmail.com

01606 836460

Duncan Goodwin, Reader
duncan.goodwin@btinternet.com

01606 836377

Anne Latham, Reader
a.latham28@btinternet.com

01606 737617

Sylvia Bosomworth, Pastoral Care Worker
sylviabosomworth@btinternet.com

01606 737338

Sue Ikin, Pastoral Care Worker

01606 738005

Elaine Reynolds, Church Warden, Pastoral Care Worker
e.reynolds315@btinternet.com

01606 832596

Graham Ikin, Church Warden

01606 738005

Keith Yearley, Churchwarden
keith.yearley@hotmail.co.uk

01606 835785

Neil Clewes, Treasurer
neilclewes@live.co.uk

01606 619721

Christine Malkin, PCC Secretary
christinemalkin@uwclub.net

01606 833023

Glenys Richardson, Byley
richardsongables@hotmail.co.uk

01606 834343

Anne Nicol, Byley PCC Secretary
annenicol@btinternet .com

01606 836314

James Bennion, Byley Church Warden
stublach@tiscali.co.uk

01606 46263

Alan and Jean Percival,
Byley Church Warden and treasurer
percival.yatehouse@googlemail.com

01606 833808

Byley Village Hall Bookings

07926 571172

PAUL HASSALL
CONTRACTORS
(Middlewich)
0800 955 8680
07831 503385
paulhassalluk@aol.com

Electrical, Plumbing, Central Heating, Building & Joinery
All new installations, alterations and repairs –
No job too small
NICEIC Approved for Electrical Work
Gas Safe Registered Engineers for Gas Work
All aspects of building maintenance covered
Bathrooms and Kitchens fitted

HCPC registered
Chiropodist/Podiatrist
Cheshire Lasers Medical Clinic
The Acorns, 85 Wheelock St
01606 841255 / 07748 712399
Middlewich, CW10 9AE
Middlewich Community Centre
(off the Civic Hall Car Park, Middlewich)
Ideal for parties, meetings, weddings etc.
Call for details of activities
(ballet, dog training, karate, cinema screen and more).

For further information phone Reg Jackson
01606 832118

This space could be
promoting your business
- call 01606 738005

Peter Forshaw Ltd Funeral Services
An Independent Family Business
24 Hour Personal and Dignified Service
16/18 Leadsmithy Street, Middlewich, CW10 9DF

01606 836708

NICEIC Approved

Brooks Lane, Middlewich
Cheshire

1a ST MICHAELS WAY, TOWNBRIDGE, MIDDLEWICH
CW10 9DX

IAN & JASON
HAWKIN
Building Work
(extensions etc)
Carpentry and Joinery
services

Neil Hopley
Electrical Contractors Ltd
Agricultural, Industrial,
Domestic
Installations and Repairs

01606
832457

Middlewich Physiotherapy & Sports Injury Clinic Ltd
CHARTERED AND HEALTH PROFESSION COUNCIL
REGISTERED PHYSIOTHERAPIST
“For all your aches and pains” No GP referral required
www.middlewich-physio.co.uk

OPTOMETRIST & CONTACT LENS CENTRE

We are a family-run independent
opticians in Middlewich, passionate
about providing the best in eye
health care. We offer quality stylish
frames to suit your budget.

01606 834386
01606 620227

This space could be
promoting your business
- call 01606 738005

weddings
portraits
commercial

0784 0784 956

01606 833993 or
07976 661061 (mobile)

www.followthehatphotography.uk

There is always
someone
alvailable to pray
with you after
services. Equally,
if you would like
someone to come
and pray with you
at any time speak
to Sylvia, Elaine
or Sue Ikin.

St Michael’s Church Office
28 Hightown, Middlewich, CW10 9AN

01606 738005
Office hours: 10am-2pm Monday-Friday
Office Manager: Beth Deakin
Email: admin@middlewichparishchurch.org.uk
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