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THE TRAIL
STARTS HERE
Work has now begun on the first phase
of a seven year £1m+ project to repair
and refurbish St Michael’s, our
generation’s commitment to a building
that has been a place of Christian
worship for the people of Middlewich
for over 700 years, making it
weatherproof and also fit for purpose
in the 21st century.
Much of the funding is coming
through grants and one of the largest
providers is The Heritage Lottery
Fund.
Part of the deal in getting the grants is
that St Michael’s should have its very
own Heritage Trail, funded out of the
grant. A history lesson open to the
public, explaining the development of
the building and telling stories about
the people who are remembered in the
church down the centuries. This does
not mean that St Michael’s will be
invaded by hordes of camera toting
tourists during the 9.15 service, but on
the occasions when the church is open,
often linked to the market day in the
town, the Trail will be available to
visitors.
What is the Trail?
When you really
look around the
inside of the
building
you
become aware of
the many wall
p l a q u e s ,
monuments,
pieces of old furniture, and wooden
carvings that have been part of the
fabric for, in some cases, many

hundreds of years. Each has its own
story to tell. From the 1682 Poors Box
near the door, to the James Skerratt

Court brass relating to 1914, every
piece links to a person or a group of
people who were at the centre of
Middlewich life in their own time.
A small band of church members led
by Anne Latham are busy scouring
local, county and national archives and
many other sources to piece together
those stories in greater detail. As the
information is gathered and sorted it
will all be put into a three tiered paper
and digital record for instant access.
Visitors to the church will be handed
a large plan of the building showing
the locations of all of the featured
artefacts numbered in sequence. A
brief description will be written
alongside the location indicator (tier
1). As the visitor tours around they
will find display stands at each of the
continued on page 4

Section from the East window;
St Michael fights against the dragon
(the devil or Satan) Rev 12v7-9

A man who had for many years been a
regular church attendee with his wife
stopped coming. When the vicar
enquired why, his wife replied gruffly
that he had taken up fishing. Then
several months later the man suddenly
returned and once again was a
regular attendee.
After one service the vicar took the
opportunity to say how good it was to
have him back ‘in the fold’. Well
whispered the man, its simply a
matter of choice – I’d much rather
hear your sermon than get one from
her!
I chose this story for two reasons. The
first is that during February we
celebrate Valentine’s Day. The
dynamics of the relationship between a
husband and wife will change as the
years move on, I’ve been married now
for 26 years and know that to be true,
but the love that holds us together does
not, and should not, change. As St Paul
famously says – Love always protects,
always trusts, always hopes, always
perseveres; Love never fails (1
Corinthians 13:7-8)

The second reason I chose this story is
in order to ask a question. If ‘its simply
a matter of choice’ who/where do you
choose to get your guidance from? For
Christians the bible, or perhaps in these
days of the internet, ipods and
electronic books I should say the
biblical text, is our primary source of
guidance and understanding about God.
That is why the Psalmist says:
Your word is a lamp to my feet and a
light for my path (Psalm 119:105)
The unfolding of your words gives
light and understanding (Psalm
119:130)
In the midst of our busy lives we are
always looking for guidance and help
with the issues we face. The popularity
of magazines like ‘Which’ (Car,
computer, etc…) and websites like
‘confused.com’ are testimony to this.
But perhaps the greatest indicator of
our need for outside guidance is our
growing dependence on SATNAVs to
show us where to go, and Google to
find information. But when it comes to
the big issues of life and death, right
and wrong, guilt and forgiveness, love
and hatred, where do you turn for
guidance – who do you choose to listen
to?

Countless generations of Christians can
testify to the guidance of God through
reading and reflecting upon the bible.
‘You are what you wear’ and ‘You are
what you eat’ have been recent media
slogans. I would like to add another:
‘You become what you listen to’. So
who are you listening to?
I wait on the Lord, my soul waits, and
in his word I put my hope (Psalm
130:5)
Yours in Christ

THE UNEXPECTED VOICE OF GOD
Since presenting the picture story of
“Dopey and the Christmas Journey “ to
Kingdom Kids at the eleven o’clock service
before Christmas, so many people have
asked me what it was all about and how it
came about that I decided that maybe an
explanation was due.

Northwich” “Father Christmas and the Lost
Presents” and many others in similar vein
we could find no straight Christmas story.
I was so disgusted by this that I spent the
next forty eight hours complaining to
everyone how dreadful I thought this was.

VERY briefly it is the story of a dwarf who
comes to Middlewich on holiday and gets
bored. He goes on a journey to find
Bethlehem. Doesn’t find it, and comes back
to Middlewich where he realises that
Bethlehem and its message is back at home
in his own heart.
And how did it come about?
Two years ago I was shopping with a friend
who was trying to find a storybook of the
nativity for her grandchildren. Although we
found “Father Christmas comes to

Forty eight hours later God obviously had
obviously heard enough of this and I heard
him say “Stop all this ranting and raving.
You have it in your power to do something
about it. I gave you the gift of words. Write
your own Christmas story.”
And that is exactly what I did.
Originally I had intended it to be printed
and sold in aid of the Restoration Fund.
Unfortunately issues with Disney copyright
requirements meant that publication was
not possible.
Bridget Ann Anton

Thanks from Andhra Pradesh
Some of the money we sent to India
has been used for the empowerment
of women and girls who have little
chance to earn a living.
Franklin has sent us the following
report on the first group of “Nursing
Aides”
Background
Many poorer girls get no
education, and are forced to
work as domestic servants or
farm labourers. The stronger
ones
may
even
become
building labourers.
For such work, they can earn
from 180-300 Rupees for a
12-hour day. (100 Rupees =
£1). Work is seasonal & they
may only be employed for 160
– 180 days per year. They are
also vulnerable to sexual
abuse when they are in the
fields.
Training:
A typical day starts with
prayer at Chapel followed by
breakfast. Mornings in class,
and afternoons at a local
hospital, with more theory
classes in the evening.

The Principal, with some of the girls from the Jan 2016 Intake
Clockwise from left:
L. Archana, working at a private Hospital in Khammam, earning Rs. 4000 per month
Ch. Yamuna, 12th standard drop out. Now working at Krishna institute of medical sciences,
earning Rs.8000.
Present batch - July - December 2016 Anusha: A child widow, working at a Private Hospital, earning Rs.5000 per month.
Madhavi, 10th standard drop out. Widowed with two small children. The children are now in
primary school and in an orphan home. Working as warden in St. Mary’s School of Nursing,
earning Rs. 2,000 per month plus food and accommodation.
A. Bhavani, working at a private Hospital in Khammam, earning Rs. 5500
Ashvini: Working at a Private Hospital in Khammam, earning Rs. 5000 plus accommodation.
Rajini, a widow with 2 children. Working at a Private Hospital, earning Rs.4500
Rani – working at the Eye Hospital in Khammam and earning Rs. 5500
A big thank you from Franklin, on behalf of St. Mary’s School of Nursing, Khammam – India.

Thank you to Margaret:
I would like to offer my thanks to Margaret English for her many years
service as editor of our parish magazine ‘Messenger’. She tirelessly ensured
that month by month the magazine was filled, edited and sent for printing.
We will particularly miss her holiday snaps used to fill the leaner months!
Alastair Griffiths has now taken over the role of editor for the new style
magazine.
Simon Drew

The Trail starts here…
continued from page 1

main stations with a picture of the item and
a bit more information. Alongside the stand
will be a holder with a smaller leaflet giving
an in-depth historical synopsis. These
sheets will be freely available to take away,
together with the larger plan of the building
(tier 2).

The advantage of this app and website
approach over the familiar borrowed
handheld audio sets used in other churches,
museums and institutions is that the Trail is
not limited to onsite visitors, it can be
accessed anywhere in the world at any time.
More information will be printed in future
issues of the Messenger as it becomes
available but the team working with Anne
are Cynthia Sant, Jo Hulse, Gill Ikin,

Miriam Sant, John Currie, Lynn Astles and
Alastair Griffiths.
The work on the trail begins in earnest in
March and perhaps by mid to late summer
it will be fully functioning. In the meantime
take time to look for yourself at the many
things that have previously gone unnoticed.
If you really look, you will undoubtedly be
surprised by what you discover.

The final piece, tier 3, will be a mobile app
and a PC based website which will carry the
complete history for each station in
extensive detail. The ‘app’, ostensibly a
website designed to fit a smartphone screen,
will dedicate a complete page, each of
varying length, to the items, along with
suitable photographs for closer inspection.
Users of the app / website will be able to
choose from reading the text themselves or
having it read to them as an audio file while
they gaze at the piece. All this, available on
their phone and through their own headset.
It is planned to offer two routes through the
Trail in the digital version. One set of
navigation buttons will guide the user
around in a physical sequence while another
set of buttons will move around in date
sequence, like a time line.

Future events

Sunday, 12 February
At the 9.15am service, Wendy Bourne
and Christine Cooper will be admitted
to the Mothers’ Union. Your support
for them would be very much
appreciated.
Tuesday, 14 February
The Branch Annual General Meeting,
chaired by Rev Simon Drew will be
held in No.28 at 1.30pm. There will
be a short craft session after the
meeting. If you would like to join the
committee, please give me a call on
832198.
Friday, 3 March
Women’s World Day of Prayer, to be
held this year at the Middlewich
Methodist Church, Booth Lane, at
1.30pm.

Tuesday, 14 March
Our visiting speaker is Canon Chris
Humphreys, the vicar of St Mary’s,
Whitegate and St Peter’s, Little
Budworth, and known to all members
as our Mothers’ Union Chaplain. His
topic is entitled “Singing all the way –
My Life in faith and music.” We are
hoping that our prayer partners from
Kingsley will be able to join us for
this meeting.

Sunday Rota - FEBRUARY
Intercessions
Banner

Susan Hawkes

Escorts

Miriam Sant
Pam Jackson
Edna Rose
Angela Tempest

Offertory

Thursday, 23 March
A Hot Cross Bun Coffee Morning, to
Sunday
be held in No.28 at 10.30am following
the 9.30am mid-week Holy
Intercessions
Communion. If you wish to donate
items for the raffle or table top sale,
Banner
please speak to Miriam or myself.
Tuesday, 11 April
Another afternoon of music and
fellowship. The SMAART Handbell
Ringers will be presenting “Making
Music with Handbells”.
Jo Hulse

Rota - MARCH
Susan Hawkes
Thelma Ashley

Escorts

Pauline Davies
Christine Cooper

Offertory

Pam Jackson
Janet Chisholm

Byley February

BYLEY

Morning Praise
Readers

5th

Sidesman
Communion
Readers

12th

Sidesman
Morning Praise
Readers

19th

Sidesman
Communion
Readers

26th

Sidesman

Lorraine Reed
James Bennion
Organist
Alan Percival
Liz Woode
Vera Farrow
Anita Halman
Celia Wilkinson
Steve Broadfoot
Anne Nichol
Jean Percival
Vera Farrow
Simon Drew
Alan Boyle
Frank Walton
John Whiteside

Readers
For those who like to prepare well in advance the
readers are

PCC Meeting
Monday 6th February at 7.30pm in the Village Hall
Carol Singing
A total of £395.00 was raised on the Carol Singing Evening, this has
now been forwarded to the Children’s Society. Thank You for your
generous donations, also to all the singers and hosts during the evening,
to Lowe’s for providing the transport and to Jonathan and Josie
Trelawny for hosting the final stop.
Home Communion
If anyone in the Byley area would like Home Communion please phone
Glenys on 01606 834343

GEMZ
GIRLS ENJOY
MEETING TOGETHER

Our next get-together is at
the Kinderton Hotel for a
meal on Tuesday 21
February at 7.30pm.
See the menu and sign-up
form at the back of church.

SHROVE
TUESDAY
SUPPER
(And QUIZ)

5 Mar, Celia Wilkinson & Vera Farrow
12 Mar, Glenys Richardson & James Bennion
19 Mar, Organist & Anita Halman
26 Mar, Jean Percival & Frank Walton

Flowers this month
February 5th & 12th

Caroline Oakes

February 19th & 26th

Vera Farrow

Cleaning Rota
February 5th - 12th
February

19th

-

26th

PROMISES
AUCTION

Adults £5, Children £3
In aid of Save The Family

Vera Farrow

CEILIDH

Saturday 18 Mar, 7.00pm
Saturday 22 April, 7.30pm

Tuesday 28 Feb 6.30pm in
No.28.

HotPot / Pancakes / Quiz

Eleanor Winnett

With our very own guy
with the gavel, Robert
Reed.

Adults £10
Children 11+ £5

Proceeds to the Restoration
Fund

Food and Bar

What can you offer?

Proceeds to the Restoration
Fund

ST MICHAEL IN ANGLESEY
It was a dark September night in 2014 when
I pulled into the car park of the Bull hotel
in the small town of Valley near Holyhead.
I was tired after a long drive, checked in
and went to bed.
Arose early and went for a walk. I noticed
it straight away. Directly across from the
hotel there she stood. Solid and proud. St
Michaels! My first ever visit to Anglesey
and the local church was named as my own
was in Middlewich.
Soon after, the church warden arrived as I
stood there contemplating this remarkable
“co-incidence”. He was welcoming and
intrigued to hear my story, inviting me
inside the church where we discussed all
things St Michaels!

His name was Patrick and had moved here
from Chester around the time of the Second
World War. He gave me a copy of their
church magazine and I told him that the
next time I came to visit I would bring a
copy of the Messenger. Which I did around
a month later.

I felt a little like an apostle spreading the
word of our church on a far away island.
Glenn S King

Family Time Testimonial
A new feature for The Messenger focusing on individuals, couples and families within the church family of St Michael’s.
Each month we will bring you a new testimonial, perhaps from a familiar face that you can’t quite put a name to, helping
you to get to know each other better. If you see Sally approaching and you wonder why, it could be you next!
David Sant
Born to Charles William Sant & Mary Jane
Palin of Middlewich on 7th August 1944.
Both committed Christians but mother had
a special interest in the choir although she
could not sing a note. Her interest was
supplying the 40 or so choir members both
men & boys with robes. (No females
allowed in the chancel) She fundraised
constantly for this and also funded any
music that was required. She was also I
believe a founder member of Middlewich
Mothers Union.

I am also on the committee of the
Middlewich & District Community
Association, and have been its treasurer for
27 years.
We were married on the 12th October 1967
in Heaton Chapel Methodist Church and
have 3 Children. Christine (lives in Kansas
USA, Karen lives in Tarleton, Lancashire,
and Douglas lives in Australia. We have 7
grand children.
I have witnessed 2 miracles in my life
but these are really worthy of a
special mention elsewhere.
Miriam Sant

I was Christened in St Michaels in
September 1944.Joined the Choir aged 7
and served there for 14 years going on 3
Royal School of Church Music residential
courses passing out with a diploma and a
RSCM medallion. I was made leader of the
boys (north side) aged 11 and was a
frequent soloist.
Joined the P.C.C on which i served for
about 30 years. I took on the task of
Sidesman & assistant treasurer banking and
recording all the monies. I am now back on
the banking team again. I was called to take
on the role of the Children’s Society
Representative on the death of Elizabeth
Cash although I & Miriam had helped her
for many years.

Born to Sydney Diamond & Edna
Broadbent on 19th August 1946.
Both once again committed
Christians. Sydney was a research
Chemist with ICI Paints Division and
was also a Methodist Minister.
Miriam has held many jobs within the
Church. She was verger for many
years, she has had many roles with
the M.U. and is an active member of
the Flower Guild. She is also a
member of the Hand Bell ringing
Team. She is on the bereavement
team and helps out in No28. Miriam
is also a Representative of the
Children’s Society and usually visits
those supporters who can no longer

get about so well but still wish to support
the society.
We are both animal lovers having 2 rescue
dogs, plus one we adopted in the Dogs
Trust who is unable to be re-homed, and
we also have adopted 2 horses Oliver &
Samson at Caldercotte in Norfolk whom
we like to visit bi-annually.

SERVICE PLAN - FEB

MIDDLEWICH & BYLEY
CHURCH STAFF
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AA=All Age, AAC=All Age Communion,
B=Baptism, C=Communion, E=Evensong,
MP=Morning Praise, P=Prayer,
PP=Pentecost Praise, PS=Plough Sunday,
X=No Service, ROG=Rogation, 28=No.28

PARISH REGISTERS
2016 / 2017
Byley Funerals

Rev Simon Drew, Rector– Middlewich and Byley
simon.drew@middlewichparishchurch.org.uk

01606 833440

Jeremy Coles, Director of Music & Family Work
jeremy.coles@middlewichparishchurch.org.uk

Office: 01606 738005
mobile:07981 051776

Rev Liz Woode, Curate & Tony Woode, Reader
tonylizwoode@hotmail.com
Rev Thia Hughes, Curate
thiahughes@hotmail.com
Rev. Lorraine Reed, Curate
revlvreed@gmail.com

01606 75030

01606 883286
mobile 07970 734507
01606 781071

Rev Simon Hamill-Stewart, Assistant Priest
& Christine Hamill-Stewart, Reader
simchrishs@googlemail.com

01606 737329

Steve Broadfoot, Reader
Ruth Broadfoot, Electoral Roll
steve.broadfoot@tesco.net

01606 738373

Jacqui Briscoe, Reader
jacquibriscoe1@gmail.com

01606 836460

13-Dec

Betty LAWTON
Church House, Nantwich

Duncan Goodwin, Reader
duncan.goodwin@btinternet.com

01606 836377

17-Jan

Elsie PLATT
Middlewich Road, Cranage

Anne Latham, Reader
a.latham28@btinternet.com

01606 737617

Sylvia Bosomworth, Pastoral Care Worker
sylviabosomworth@btinternet.com

01606 737338

Sue Ikin, Pastoral Care Worker

01606 738005

Elaine Reynolds, Church Warden, Pastoral Care Worker
e.reynolds315@btinternet.com

01606 832596

Graham Ikin, Church Warden

01606 738005

Keith Yearley, Churchwarden
keith.yearley@hotmail.co.uk

01606 835785

Neil Clewes, Treasurer
neilclewes@live.co.uk

01606 619721

Christine Malkin, PCC Secretary
christinemalkin@uwclub.net

01606 833023

Glenys Richardson, Byley
richardsongables@hotmail.co.uk

01606 834343

Anne Nicol, Byley PCC Secretary
annenicol@btinternet .com

01606 836314

Church Funerals
14-Dec

John WHITEHOUSE
Fairfield Avenue, Sandbach

30-Dec

Kathleen Mary BROOKS
Newton Court Nursing Home

10-Jan

Maureen GALLIMORE
Warmingham Lane

19-Jan

Barbara Eliza WARBURTON
King Street

19-Jan

Enid HOUGH
Orchard Close

Crematorium only Funerals
28-Dec

Jean Margaret CONGLETON
Heather Croft, Warrington

11-Jan

Alec Stephen WEBSTER
Newton Court Nursing Home

18-Jan

Margaret KAY
Newton Court Nursing Home

Burial of Ashes
19-Dec

Ronald PALIN
Pippin Close

James Bennion, Byley Church Warden
stublach@tiscali.co.uk

01606 46263

Alan and Jean Percival,
Byley Church Warden and treasurer
percival.yatehouse@googlemail.com

01606 833808

Christine Hankey, Byley Village Hall

01606 832938

PAUL HASSALL
CONTRACTORS
(Middlewich)
0800 955 8680
07831 503385
paulhassalluk@aol.com

Electrical, Plumbing, Central Heating, Building & Joinery
All new installations, alterations and repairs –
No job too small
NICEIC Approved for Electrical Work
Gas Safe Registered Engineers for Gas Work
All aspects of building maintenance covered
Bathrooms and Kitchens fitted

HCPC registered
Chiropodist/Podiatrist
Cheshire Lasers Medical Clinic
The Acorns, 85 Wheelock St
01606 841255 / 07748 712399
Middlewich, CW10 9AE
Middlewich Community Centre
(off the Civic Hall Car Park, Middlewich)
Ideal for parties, meetings, weddings etc.
Call for details of activities
(ballet, dog training, karate, cinema screen and more).

For further information phone Reg Jackson
01606 832118

BYLEY VILLAGE HALL
Bookings for family parties,
receptions, meetings and
groups
01606 832938

Peter Forshaw Ltd Funeral Services
An Independent Family Business
24 Hour Personal and Dignified Service
16/18 Leadsmithy Street, Middlewich, CW10 9DF

01606 836708

NICEIC Approved

Brooks Lane, Middlewich
Cheshire
01606 833993 or
07976 661061 (mobile)

1a ST MICHAELS WAY, TOWNBRIDGE, MIDDLEWICH
CW10 9DX

IAN & JASON
HAWKIN
Building Work
(extensions etc)
Carpentry and Joinery
services

Neil Hopley
Electrical Contractors Ltd
Agricultural, Industrial,
Domestic
Installations and Repairs

01606
832457

Middlewich Physiotherapy & Sports Injury Clinic Ltd
CHARTERED AND HEALTH PROFESSION COUNCIL
REGISTERED PHYSIOTHERAPIST
“For all your aches and pains” No GP referral required
www.middlewich-physio.co.uk

01606 834386
01606 837080
Senior Citizens
special package

30-32 Wheelock St
Middlewich
01606 836582

There is always
someone
alvailable to pray
with you after
services. Equally,
if you would like
someone to come
and pray with you
at any time speak
to Sylvia, Elaine
or Sue Ikin.

This space could be
promoting your business
- call 01606 738005

weddings
portraits
commercial

0784 0784 956
www.followthehatphotography.uk

St Michael’s Church Office
28 Hightown, Middlewich, CW10 9AN

01606 738005
Office hours: 10am-2pm Monday-Friday
Office Manager: Beth Deakin
Email: admin@middlewichparishchurch.org.uk
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