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w i t h S T J O H N T H E E VA N G E L I S T , B Y L E Y

Nearly one hundred children, youth and
adults descended upon St Michaels for an
evening full of lights, smoke, food and fun.
Children from Kingdom Kids and B.L.O.G.
were joined by children and parents from the
community to celebrate ‘Jesus – Light of the
World!’. For many years St Michael’s has
staged a family event on 31st October as an
alternative to Hallowe’en parties and the
seemingly growing trend for children to go
‘Trick or Treating’.
Hot Dogs, crisps, cakes, pop and the
traditional choc ices covered in tomato
sauce(!) were served up after a time of
singing and dancing. Jeremy spoke to
everyone in a hushed and candlelit chapel
about Blind Bartimaeus. (Mark 10) Blind
from birth, he had never seen light and
colours, trees and flowers and even his
parents! What a wonderful experience, not
only to be healed by the Saviour of the World,
but for Jesus to be the first person he saw as
his eyes began to work for the very first time!
There was also time to play games – the usual
‘Prison Stones’, ‘Oh, Mummy!’ and of course
the ‘Marshmallow Pendulum Game’ and
many children enjoyed making Jesus
Lanterns and Lighthouses.
Thank you to all who helped with this event:
to youth and children’s leaders, Street Pastors
and special thanks to Paul Hassall, Paul
Humphreys and Graham Ikin for setting up
(and taking down) the lighting rigs.
On a night often associated with darkness,
fear and sometimes evil, it was a delight to
see so many people having fun in God’s
presence, in a safe and joyful environment!
Jeremy Coles

Dear Friends,
Christmas is coming!
– Yes, but it’s not here yet.
But, Advent is here
– and Jesus is coming again!
By the time most of you read this you
will almost certainly have begun to
prepare for Christmas, I know I have.
In the run up to Christmas there is the
preparation for Christmas Day itself,
presents to buy, Carol Services and
School Nativity Plays to attend, cards
and parcels to post before the deadlines,
and office parties to organise. It is not
surprising therefore that for most
people Advent arrives without being
noticed and if it is noticed it usually in
the form of a chocolate advent calendar!
Whilst Advent is a season of
preparation for the great festival of
Christmas it begins by reminding us of
a fact which most of us choose to
overlook. Jesus will return again. The
NT is quite clear that just as Jesus
ascended into heaven, so also one day
he will come back again (Acts 1:11).
The trouble is Jesus said that he will
come at a time when we do not expect
him (Matthew 24:44).
In the 1990 Christmas film ‘Home
Alone’, Macaulay Culkin plays a young

boy who is accidentally left behind
when his family go away for Christmas.
Just before Christmas Day he overhears
two thieves who are planning to rob the
house whilst the family are on vacation.
So he prepares himself to defend the
house – and the film is built around the
ensuing comic mayhem as the two
robbers try to get the better of his many
traps. If you’ve never watched it I can
certainly recommend it.
But the point is this – you don’t know
when a thief is going to break into your
house so you make sure you are always
‘ready’ just in case. It should be the
same with regard to Jesus’ return, we
must make sure we are always ready!
“Many times when I go to bed at night
I think to myself that before I awaken
Christ may come” – Billy Graham
In Matthew 25 Jesus paint three
pictures through story. The first is ‘The
Parable of the Ten Bridesmaids’ (v113) in which five bridesmaids who
were not ready when the bridegroom
arrived find themselves shut out of the
wedding. The second ‘The Parable of
the Talents’ (v14-30) speaks of a
master who returns and calls his
servants to account. The third ‘The
Sheep and the Goats’ (v31-46) presents
an image of judgement in which those
who have not done the will of God find
themselves punished at the return of the
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Son (Jesus), somewhat to their apparent
surprise!
So, as we rush around getting ourselves
ready to celebrate the first coming of
Jesus Christ, to a stable in Bethlehem
2000 years ago – remember this. Jesus
will come again and there will be no
second chances. If you’re not ready to
give an account of your faith then you’ll
have to face the consequences.
Happy Christmas to you all, but will it
also be a happy ever after as well?
Yours in Christ

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity
18th-23rd January 2017
At the beginning of each new year, the Churches
Together movement across our nation commits
itself to come together to pray for Christian
unity. Here in Middlewich we meet together on
weekdays for a brief time of prayer (approx. 30
minutes) and also have a joint service on the
Sunday. We would encourage you all to come
and be a part of this initiative. This year’s details
are as follows:

Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Sunday
Monday

18th
19th
20th
22nd
23rd

10.00am
7.00pm
10.00am
6.30pm
10.00am

Methodist
No.28
St Mary’s
Methodist
URC

OPERATION
CHRISTMAS
CHILD 2016
Please could I say a huge thank you to
everyone who filled shoeboxes for needy
children overseas, and those who
contributed towards the cost of postage?
When I sent for posters and leaflets back in
August I wondered (as I do every year) if
anyone would bother this year; especially
as I was away in October, when I should
have been wrapping spare boxes, chasing
posters around the church, and reminding
everyone about the project.
I need not have worried- even before I went
away filled shoeboxes started arriving, in
church, in No. 28, in the shop where I work
and in my home. The fact that I could type
this at all is a minor miracle, as I had to
climb over 87 shoeboxes to get to my
computer! You are all amazing and your
kindness, love and humility are outstanding.
On Christmas morning, close your eyes and
picture the happy faces of those unknown
children for whom it would be just another
day without you.
Merry Christmas
Margaret English
(Note from new Editor - A very big thank you to
Margaret for editing and setting out the Messenger
for the last few years. An excellent job, well done.)

STRICTLY
FOR FUN
Approximately 70 brave souls took
to the dance floor at Middlewich
Civic Hall on the evening of Friday
18th November to learn a ballroom
and a latin dance. Our teacher
Angela Hancock along with Emma
and Megan taught us the dance steps for the Cha,
Cha, Cha, followed by refreshments, then onto the
foxtrot. Was Gladys on her way to ask me to dance?
See photo. An enjoyable fun night was had by all.
Thanks to Angela, Emma & Megan for their
patience and skills. The total amount raised was
£388 and all proceeds will be going to the church
restore fund.
Graham Ikin

RECORD YEAR

2016 is a record year for donations to The
Children’s Society through the annual
box collections. At the time of going to
press the exact sum raised still needs to
be confirmed but it will be close to
£1700, beating all previous figures.
Thanks to all who give to the Society
year by year and thank you to David and
Miriam Sant for their continued work.

CONFIRMATION ~ 12th MARCH 2017
Have you been confirmed? Have you
recently started coming to church? If you
now see yourself as belonging to St.
Michael’s or St. John’s, and have not yet
been confirmed, this is important for you.
We are having a Confirmation Service at
St. Michael’s at 6.30 pm on Sunday, March
12th. If you are someone who has come to
faith recently, we invite you to consider
Confirmation. It is an opportunity to make
the vows made for you at your baptism for
yourself in public, and to receive prayer for
the infilling of the Holy Spirit from the
bishop. For many it is the occasion of their
first Communion. If you have not yet been
baptised, we will arrange that at a suitable
time.
But you may have been coming along for
years, you may have joined St. Michael’s

Future events
Deanery
Wednesday, 7 December
We are not holding our own Advent
Reflection at St Michael’s this year, but
have decided to join all the other
Deanery members at Christ Church,
Wharton, at 2.00pm for their Advent
Service. Please let Miriam know if you
wish to attend and whether you require
transport. Tel: 832583.
Branch
Tuesday, 6 December
We will be visiting our Prayer Partners
at St John the Evangelist Church,
Kingsley to join them for their
Christmas Social and Quiz, followed by
refreshments. Time: 2.00pm. Please
phone Susan if you would like to go to
Kingsley. Tel: 832148.
Tuesday, 13 December
On our own meeting day in December
we will be visiting a garden centre.

or St. John’s from another Christian
denomination, and you want to make a
public declaration that you now belong to
us – then again, please consider
Confirmation.

throughout the world – which St. Michael’s
is part of.
Young people need to be in year 10 or
above. There is no upper age limit! I
normally hold five preparation classes and
then a rehearsal on Sunday afternoons from
5 – 6 pm downstairs in No. 28. The classes
will start on Sunday, January 15th, missing
the half term weekends.
If you think you might be interested, please
contact me soon. If you are not sure
whether it is for you, or what is involved,
it would be good to have a chat – do please
get in touch.
Liz Woode

It is good to have an opportunity to learn
more of the faith in an informal setting, and
always good to rededicate our lives to the
Lord in the context of the Anglican Church

Following discussions at our November
meeting, it was decided to visit
Trentham Gardens. The garden centre
is extensive, selling plants, bulbs,
clothing, toiletries, homeware and
flower arrangements. There are many
cafes on site, with at least two in the
garden centre and more in the shopping
precinct. We can do some Christmas
shopping or just enjoy the festive
atmosphere. We will leave Middlewich
at 10.30am. Miriam also has the list for
this outing.
Tuesday, 10 January
Bridget Anton will be our guest speaker
for the first meeting of the year. We
look forward to hearing her
presentation, “Shadows of Pilgrims” –
moments with God on Holy Island.
This topic was scheduled for January
2016, when unfortunately the
equipment was out of commission, so
is now eagerly anticipated.

Tel: 01606 75030
email: tonylizwoode@hotmail.com

Sunday Rota - DECEMBER
Intercessions

Susan Hawkes

Banner

Jo Hulse

Escorts

Mary Munro
Thelma Ashley
Chris Overton
Angela Tempest

Offertory

Sunday Rota - JANUARY
Intercessions

Jacqui Briscoe

Banner

Chris Overton

Escorts

Cynthia Sant
Lynn Astles

Offertory

Pauline Ashley
Thelma Ashley

Sunday
Tuesday, 14 February
The Branch AGM at 1.30pm followed
by a small craft session. If you would Intercessions
like to join the committee, please give Banner
me a call on 832198.
Escorts
Jo Hulse
Offertory

Rota - FEBRUARY
Jo Hulse
Susan Hawkes
Miriam Sant
Pam Jackson
Edna Rose
Angela Tempest

Byley December & January

BYLEY

Dec

Morning Praise
Readers

4th

Sidesman
Communion
Readers

Dec 11th

Sidesman
Morning Praise
Readers

Dec 18th

Sidesman
Communion
Readers

Dec 25th

Sidesman
Morning Praise
Readers

Jan 1st

Sidesman
Communion
Readers

Jan 8th

Wreath Making Workshop
PLEASE NOTE CHANGE OF VENUE
Glenys is again running a Christmas Wreath Making Workshop on
Saturday 3rd December 10.00am to 2.00pm. Cost £6.50 inclusive of a
Soup Lunch. Bring your own decorations, thin wire and secateurs and if
possible a contribution of foliage. Wire bases, moss and some foliage
will be provided. To book your place ring Glenys on 01606 834343
Now at Number 28, opposite St Michael’s Middlewich.
Christmas Draw
Eleanor and Celia will be pleased to receive donations towards the
purchase of prizes for the Christmas Draw, which will be held in the
Village Hall following the Carol Service.
Byley Community Association
Christmas Quiz Night Monday 12th December
7.30pm in the Village Hall.
Tickets £10 per person inclusive of a Fish and Chip Supper. Bring your
own Drinks and Glasses
Teams of up to six members or individuals to make up teams on the
night. For catering purposes please register with James Bennion on
01606 46263 or Graham Lowe on 01606 737807 by Friday 9th December.
Carol Service
Friday 16th December at 7.00pm in Church
followed by Mulled Wine and Mince Pies in the Village Hall when the
Christmas Draw will take place.

Sidesman
Plough Sunday
Readers

Jan 15th

Sidesman
Communion
Readers

Jan 22nd

Sidesman
Morning Praise
Readers

Jan 29th

Sidesman

Plough Sunday
Plough Sunday Lunch January 15th
At 12.15pm in the Village Hall following the Morning Service. Tickets
:- Adults £10 : Children’s Concessions. Please book your meal in
advance with Jean on 01606 833808

Jean Percival
Vera Farrow
Nigel Martin
Organist
Anita Halman
Eleanor Winnett
Alan Boyle
James Bennion
Glenys Richardson
Celia Wilkinson
Christine Hankey
Anita Halman
Frank Walton
Glenys Richardson
Frank Walton

Readers
For those who like to prepare well in advance the
readers are
5 Feb, James Bennion & Organist
12 Feb, Vera Farrow & Anita Halman

Flowers this month
December 25th

Glenys Richardson

January 8th & 15th
January

22nd

&

29th

February 5th & 12th
December 4thRota
Cleaning

Carol Singing
Monday 19th December
Meeting at the Village Hall Car Park for a prompt departure at 6.30pm.
If you would like the singers to call please contact James on 01606 46263

Julie Hassall
Christine Hankey
Jean Percival
Celia Wilkinson
Lorraine Reed
Anita Halman
James Bennion
John Whiteside
Duncan Goodwin
Alan Boyle
Celia Wilkinson
Vera Farrow
Thia Hughes
Glenys Richardson
Frank Walton
Alan Percival

December

11th

-

18th

December 25th - January 1st
January

8th

-

15th

January 22nd - 29th
February

5th

-

12th

Jean Percival
Anne Nichol
Caroline Oakes

J Wildman
Ann Nicol
Glenys Richardson
Christine Hankley
Celia Wilkinson
Eleanor Winnett

Home Communion
If anyone in the Byley area would like Home
Communion please phone Glenys on 01606
834343

WORSHIP FROM PAPHOS
Sunday 13th November 2016
Paphos, Cyprus
On a lovely warm morning under blue skies
we gathered at the end of the harbour for an
act of worship which had been organised by
the Royal British Legion. So many people
had turned up last year that they had begged
and borrowed 1000 chairs this time; and still
there were at least 400 people standing or
perched on walls. We started with a lone
piper standing at the entrance of the castle,
then appropriate music from two local
school choirs and a moving solo “Going
Home”. The service followed the usual
pattern. Readings were from Matthew 5:112 and 1 Corinthians 15:50 – end. Revd A
Hodgson gave the address and movingly
described his own battle scars from his
service in Northern Ireland. He prayed for
all servicemen returning from war and
urged them to seek help for PTSS.

outside Albert where the Battle of the
Somme started: those rows upon rows of
white stones each recalling a young man
who died in that terrible battle; an area my
grandfather witnessed a few days after the
main thrust. What terrible carnage and
personal sacrifice!
A very moving service of Remembrance
which was attended by young and old,
Cypriot and British, expat and holiday
maker; singing out those traditional hymns
of “O God our help in ages past” and
“Praise my soul” – all so many thousands
of miles away from Middlewich.
The normal Sunday Anglican service here
is at six o’clock this evening. There is
always somewhere to worship with other
Christians when away on holiday. The Holy
Spirit is working everywhere if we will only
but look.
Blessings
Duncan and Jean Goodwin.

During the two minute silence our own
thoughts drifted to the cemeteries just

ST MICHAEL’S
FLOWER GUILD

CRANMER AWARDS 2017

St Michael's Flower Ladies enjoyed a preseason lunch together at the Big Lock on 9th
November. Plans are already afoot for the
Christmas season flower displays in the
church. Our thanks to Janet and her team in
anticipation of another floral delight to help
us all celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ.

Once again some of our young people
entered the Chester Diocesan heat of
the Cranmer Awards, which means
reading passages from the Book of
Common Prayer (not easy). There
were three eminent judges, one of
whom was Bishop Libby. Alice
Olbrich was the winner in the junior
section, which means that she will be
going to the national final in February.
She narrowly beat Megan Ellison,
who came second. Thomas Bishop
competed for the first time and gave
an excellent rendering of his pieces.
Unfortunately he was not placed this
time, (although we and a number of
the audience thought he should have
been.) Darcey Dougall is too young
to compete, but did a reading for
practice, and was highly praised by
the judges. Paul Ellison competed in

the senior section. He read extremely
well, and came second. Alice, in
addition to her own prize money,
received £50 for our church, for which
we are grateful. All the competitors had
worked very hard and were a credit to
St Michael’s.
Christine Malkin
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CHURCH STAFF
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AA=All Age, AAC=All Age Communion,
B=Baptism, C=Communion, E=Evensong,
MP=Morning Praise, P=Prayer,
PP=Pentecost Praise, PS=Plough Sunday,
X=No Service, ROG=Rogation, 28=No.28
1*=Christingle
2*=Churches Together at MCC

PARISH REGISTERS
2016
Byley Funerals
02-Nov

Ascilla BICKERTON
Byley

Church Funerals
10-Nov

Jeremy Coles, Director of Music & Family Work
jeremy.coles@middlewichparishchurch.org.uk

Office: 01606 738005
mobile:07981 051776

Rev Thia Hughes, Curate
thiahughes@hotmail.com

SERVICE PLAN - JAN

C
28

01606 833440

Rev Liz Woode, Curate & Tony Woode, Reader
tonylizwoode@hotmail.com

Byley
11.00am MP

Rev Simon Drew, Rector– Middlewich and Byley
simon.drew@middlewichparishchurch.org.uk

Graham Geoffrey ROSE
Newton Hall Mews

Rev. Lorraine Reed, Curate
revlvreed@gmail.com

01606 75030

01606 883286
mobile 07970 734507
01606 781071

Rev Simon Hamill-Stewart, Assistant Priest
& Christine Hamill-Stewart, Reader
simchrishs@googlemail.com

01606 737329

Steve Broadfoot, Reader
Ruth Broadfoot, Electoral Roll
steve.broadfoot@tesco.net

01606 738373

Jacqui Briscoe, Reader
jacquibriscoe@aol.com

01606 836460

Duncan Goodwin, Reader
duncan.goodwin@btinternet.com

01606 836377

Anne Latham, Reader
a.latham28@btinternet.com

01606 737617

Sylvia Bosomworth, Pastoral Care Worker
sylviabosomworth@btinternet.com

01606 737338

Sue Ikin, Pastoral Care Worker

01606 738005

Elaine Reynolds, Church Warden, Pastoral Care Worker
e.reynolds315@btinternet.com

01606 832596

Graham Ikin

01606 738005

Keith Yearley, Churchwarden
keith.yearley@hotmail.co.uk

01606 835785

Neil Clewes, Treasurer
neilclewes@live.co.uk

01606 619721

Christine Malkin, PCC Secretary
christinemalkin@uwclub.net

01606 833161

Glenys Richardson, Byley
richardsongables@hotmail.co.uk

01606 834343

Anne Nicol, Byley PCC Secretary
annenicol@btinternet .com

01606 836314

Crematorium only Funerals
09-Nov

Joyce SANT
King Edward Street

17-Nov

Ronald PALIN
Pippin Close

James Bennion, Byley Church Warden
stublach@tiscali.co.uk

25-Nov

Mabel BRIGHOUSE
Orchard Close

Alan and Jean Percival,
Byley Church Warden and treasurer
percival.yatehouse@googlemail.com

01606 833808

Christine Hankey, Byley Village Hall

01606 832938

Baptisms
13-Nov

Charlie William BLACKLOCK
Isla Frances TAYLOR

01606 46263

PAUL HASSALL
CONTRACTORS
(Middlewich)
0800 955 8680
07831 503385
paulhassalluk@aol.com

Electrical, Plumbing, Central Heating, Building & Joinery
All new installations, alterations and repairs –
No job too small
NICEIC Approved for Electrical Work
Gas Safe Registered Engineers for Gas Work
All aspects of building maintenance covered
Bathrooms and Kitchens fitted

HCPC registered
Chiropodist/Podiatrist
Cheshire Lasers Medical Clinic
The Acorns, 85 Wheelock St
01606 841255 / 07748 712399
Middlewich, CW10 9AE
Middlewich Community Centre
(off the Civic Hall Car Park, Middlewich)
Ideal for parties, meetings, weddings etc.
Call for details of activities
(ballet, dog training, karate, cinema screen and more).

For further information phone Reg Jackson
01606 832118

BYLEY VILLAGE HALL
Bookings for family parties,
receptions, meetings and
groups
01606 832938

Peter Forshaw Ltd Funeral Services
An Independent Family Business
24 Hour Personal and Dignified Service
16/18 Leadsmithy Street, Middlewich, CW10 9DF

01606
832457

NICEIC Approved
Agricultural, Industrial,
Domestic
Installations and Repairs

1a ST MICHAELS WAY, TOWNBRIDGE, MIDDLEWICH
CW10 9DX

IAN & JASON
HAWKIN
Building Work
(extensions etc)

01606 836708
Neil Hopley
Electrical Contractors Ltd

Middlewich Physiotherapy & Sports Injury Clinic Ltd
CHARTERED AND HEALTH PROFESSION COUNCIL
REGISTERED PHYSIOTHERAPIST
“For all your aches and pains” No GP referral required
www.middlewich-physio.co.uk

CATS (Opticians)

Carpentry and Joinery
services

Optometrists and
Contact Lens Centre

01606 834386
01606 837080

Brooks Lane, Middlewich
Cheshire
01606 833993 or
07976 661061 (mobile)

No expensive retail
premises, just a workshop
Monumental Masons to the
trade and public
Business Centre
Bridge Lane
Frodsham
WA6 7FZ

01928 724240

Senior Citizens
special package

30-32 Wheelock St
Middlewich

This space could be promoting
your business - call 01606 738005

01606 836582

CHRISTMAS CARD CHARITY BOARD
As in previous years there will be a Christmas Card Charity Board placed at the back of
church. This year we will support the Ministers’ Children in DR Congo, by raising funds for
school uniforms.
We invite you to write one card with your message to fellow members and friends and attach
it to the board and leave a donation in the box provided.
Miriam Sant

MEMORIALS CHESHIRE LTD

There is always
someone alvailable to
pray with you after
services. Equally, if
you would like
someone to come and
pray with you at any
time speak to Sylvia,
Elaine or Sue Ikin.

St Michael’s Church Office
28 Hightown, Middlewich, CW10 9AN
01606 738005
Office hours 10am-2pm Monday-Friday
Office Manager : Beth Deakin
admin@middlewichparishchurch.org.uk
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